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Lancaster Castle 

 
 
Computer generated image of how the castle might look 
with evening events in the courtyard, courtesy of the 
Duchy of Lancaster and Malcolm Reading Consultants. 
 

The much anticipated proposals for Lancaster 

Castle were recently unveiled by the Duchy and 

many took the opportunity to walk through the 

iconic John O’ Gaunt Gateway to view the exhibition 

of possible future uses on display in the former 

prison visitor centre.  The proposals were drawn up 

by the Duchy in association with heritage 

consultants Malcolm Reading and following 

consultations with various stakeholders. They   

include: 

 a boutique hotel; 

 restaurant; 

 event/performance space; 

 a museum of judicial and penal history; 

 opening the grounds as part of the public 

realm; 

 it is hoped the Court will remain. 

 

Although the exhibition is now over, the proposals 

can still be viewed on a dedicated website 

www.lancastercastle.org  

 

These early proposals look very promising and the 

development of the Castle as a major tourist 

destination has the potential to boost the City’s 

economy.  The proposals for the Castle will require 

significant investment, which hopefully the Duchy 

can access, and there are challenges to overcome, 

not least in the development of the immediate 

surroundings, transport and access. If the City in 

general is to achieve the maximum benefit from the 

opening up of the Castle and the anticipated 

increased visitor numbers, then the City’s overall 

visitor offer needs to be upgraded.   The “Beyond 

the Castle” initiative is considering the area in the 

immediate vicinity of the Castle (the Vicarage Field, 

Quay Meadows area) but the city centre also needs 

improvement.  We hope that the Society can be 

actively involved in discussions and contribute to 

developing strategies in collaboration with other 

interested parties.   If you are interested in 

participating and have not already contacted Martin 

Widden, please get in touch with him (tel: 01524 

67678 or email: sueandmart@o2.co.uk). 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
11th-13th December:  Christmas talks, organised 

by Lancaster University and Lancashire County, held 

in Lancaster Library, Market Square, starting 

3.30pm.  Admission free 

 

Wednesday 12th December 7.30pm: Christmas 

Social 

Join us for entertainment by John and Judy 

Sturridge (Music is Fun), a quiz by Gillian Sheath, 

mulled wine and mince pies. 

 

Sunday 6th January: Ugly Walk 

This year we are looking at King Street, Middle 

Street, Fenton Street, Dallas Road and Meeting 

House Lane.  Meet at 10am at the Penny Bridge 

Hotel.  Please wear suitable footwear and bring a 

camera! 

 
 

mailto:sueandmart@o2.co.uk
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Design Awards 2012 
The Lancaster and District Design Awards were 

held this year, revived after a gap of 5 years 

thanks to the initiative of Martin Widden.  

Nominations were invited of buildings completed 

over the past 5 years which contributed positively 

to the built environment.  Nearly 50 nominations 

were received from members of the public and 

professional bodies.  These were judged by a team 

chaired by Sue Dawson of LAWSA and the awards 

were presented by Sir Christopher Frayling on 3rd 

October.  He noted how refreshing, and possibly 

unique, these awards were in recognizing not just 

the architect but also the builders and the owners 

of the properties. The presentations took place in 

the Lancaster Institute for Contemporary Arts 

(LICA) at Lancaster University, a building which was 

one of the award winners.  Other awards (in the 

new build category) were made to:   
 The Charles Carter Building, Lancaster 

University; 

 Ripley VIth Form extension;  

 House extensions at Burrow Farm and The 

Nook at Bolton-le-Sands;  

 New house on Caton Green Road; 

 Forrest Hills Resource Centre; 

 The Hovercraft Station in Morecambe.   

In the refurbishment category the award winners 

were: The Midland Hotel and The Storey.  

Commendations were given to 17 other buildings 

including Ashton Hall Garden Centre, Torrisholme 

Kindergarten and, in the refurbishment category, 

15 King Street. 

 

The Charles Carter Building, Lancaster University  
(photo: Andy Hockridge) 

A complete list of the award winners and the 

commendations along with photographs, is available 

on the Society’s website: 

www.lancastercivicsociety.org 

 

Presentation event in the LICA building, Lancaster 
University (photo: Andy Hockridge) 

 

 

Mike Sheppard, Paul Hughes and Sir Christopher Frayling 
(photo: Andy Hockridge) 

We are grateful to the co-sponsors of the awards 

event, Lancaster Chamber of Commerce, Lancaster 

University and Lancaster and Morecambe 

Newspapers for their input and especially to Martin 

Widden of the Society, Ann Morris of the Chamber 

and Sue Dawson of LAWSA for all their hard work 

which made the event such a success.   

 

http://www.lancastercivicsociety.org/
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Heritage Open Days 

The Society, in association with Lancaster 

University, opened Bailrigg House on the University 

campus as part of the national Heritage Open Days 

event on 8-9 September 2012. 

 

Bailrigg House was built 1899-1902 for Herbert 

Lushington Storey.  It was designed by Woolfall and 

Eccles of Liverpool with landscaping by Ernest 

Milner and Thomas Mawson.  Herbert Storey and 

his family lived there until 1921, when they moved 

to Wiltshire.  The estate was auctioned (we were 

fortunate to have a copy of the sale catalogue and 

estate map on display) and Bailrigg House and 

grounds were purchased by Sir James Travis-Clegg 

of Whalley Abbey.  He lived in the house until his 

death in 1942 soon after which his widow and son 

moved to Scotland and the house was used as a 

convalescent home by the Army.  In 1944 it was 

purchased by local businessman Barton Townley who 

resided there until 1963 when he sold the house 

and grounds to Lancaster City Council to provide a 

site for the proposed University of Lancaster.  In 

University ownership the house originally provided 

accommodation for the first Vice-Chancellor (Sir 

Charles Carter) and the University’s administrative 

staff (1963-69).  Between 1969-2002 it was used 

as the University’s medical centre and it now 

provides office accommodation for the University 

and external organisations. 

Over the heritage weekend 166 visitors made their 

way to Bailrigg House – no mean achievement given 

its rather secluded location and the University’s 

roadwork programme which necessitated a lengthy 

detour.  Visitors welcomed the opportunity to see 

inside the house and view the information panels, 

though some expressed disappointment that not all 

the rooms could be opened up.  Interest, and some 

concern, was also expressed for its future. 

 

Visitors to the exhibition in the hall 

Some visitors had memories of the house from 

former times, including one whose mother had been 

in service there when Herbert Storey owned the 

house.  Josey Whitaker (whose father owned 

Bailrigg Farm in the 1930s and 40s) had vivid 

memories of visiting "The Mansion" as a child in the 

1930s with her missionary collecting box and being 

received by Lady Travis-Clegg (wife of the second 

owner, Sir James Travis-Clegg). Another visitor, 

who as a child played with the elder daughter of 

the Barton Townleys (Barton Townley being the last 

of the trio of successful businessmen to own 

Bailrigg House), recollected riding in the woods, 

having tea in the panelled dining room and swimming 

in the semi-circular pond on the south side of the 

house.  Several visitors also had memories of the 

early days of the University's ownership of the 

house, when the administrative staff were based 

there; others remembered its use as a medical 

centre, prior to the opening of the University's 

purpose-built Health Centre in 2002. 

We are grateful to the University for its co-

operation in allowing the house to be opened and to 

Roger Frankland and the many volunteer invigilators 

who gave up their time to ensure the event ran 

smoothly. 

 

Can You Help? 

Local photographer Jon Sparks has been 

commissioned to produce a book on Lancaster for 

Amberley Publishing’s “Through Time” series. 

(http://www.amberleybooks.com/). 

He is currently gathering a suitable range of old 

photos and postcards for inclusion.  If you have any 

material which might be suitable and which you 

would be willing to let Jon copy, please get in touch 

with Jon at: (jonsparks@mac.com) 
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Reports on meetings 
 

October meeting: The Silverdale Hoard 
A hoard conjures riches and mystery. At the 

Society’s talk on 10 October Dot Boughton, 

Lancashire and Cumbria’s Finds Liaison Officer, 

displayed the riches in the Silverdale Hoard but 

much of the mystery remains. Discovered in 2011 in 

a field not quite in Silverdale, the Hoard comprised 

200 objects in a lead container. There were ingots, 

bracelets and coins.  What do we know of them? 

They were silver, the British coins dating from 

AD895-902. The bracelets were decorated in a 

Viking Irish style found in the Cuerdale Hoard and 

others in Scotland, Ireland and the Isle of Man. 

Probably the silver was the true value for the 

owner not the beautiful craftsmanship. And what do 

we not know of the Hoard? The owner is unknown 

(no inscriptions) and it was found in an isolated 

place. Danger may have caused its sudden burial but 

we don’t know why the owner never reclaimed it. By 

December we should know the Hoard’s market value 

and the fund-raising should be starting so it can be 

bought for Lancaster City Museum – a huge boost 

for it.   
Gordon Clark 
 

November meeting: Lancaster Castle 
There is much more to Lancaster Castle than people 

think. That was the theme of Dr Graham Kemp’s 

engaging talk to a very large audience of Lancaster 

Civic Society members on 14 November. We know 

the castle’s exterior but not the hidden gems 

within. We think of it as a castle but its history as 

court and prison is more important. We see the 

castle’s architecture but have not heard the stories 

of its people – the kings and dukes, the debtors and 

prisoners. Dr Kemp enthralled us with the 

compelling stories of the powerful and powerless. 

We need to appreciate the Castle better, he 

argued, because we are on a threshold, the prison 

closed and plans emerging from the Duchy of 

Lancaster. As a castle since 1093 and a court since 

1196 (the oldest in Britain), it helped Lancaster 

grow from a hamlet. In the eighteenth century the 

Assizes were the town’s first ‘visitor economy’. Now 

the Castle could again put Lancaster on the map 

with a hotel and museum. The buildings span eight 

centuries, many of the highest quality; the new 

developments need to match them. The problems 

are considerable (funding, planning and parking) as 

is the prize. Can all the parties work well enough to 

achieve it? They will let down a great building if 

they do not.  
Gordon Clark 

Planning Matters 
 

One of the Society’s remits is to comment on 

planning applications of interest or concern.  A 

Planning Group meets to consider relevant 

applications and formulate a response on behalf of 

the Society. Given the size of the Society’s 

membership there will often be differing views and 

we are conscious that sometimes the Society’s 

response may be at variance with the opinions of 

some members.  Given the time constraints (for 

most applications comments need to be made within 

3 weeks) extensive consultation is not usually 

feasible.  We therefore encourage members to 

submit personal responses to applications of 

interest and copy them to us (email Anne Stelfox at 

rjw.stelfox@virgin.net).  These will be considered if 

the Group also debates the application.  

If you are interested in planning issues please 

consider joining the Planning Group – new members 

are always welcome (contact Anne Stelfox as above 

or on 01524 823299). 
 

The following representations have recently been 

submitted to the City Council: 

Application number 12/00632/FUL 

Erection of 54 extra care apartments for the 

over 70’s (use class 2) with associated 

landscaping & car parking. 

Greaves Hotel, Greaves Road Lancaster, LA1 

4UW 

The Civic Society has no objection to this re-use of 

a derelict site, but we do have some concerns. 

 We hope for sensitive use of material and 

landscaping. 

 The use of natural stone rather than the 

re-constructed stone would be welcome and 

enhance the overall appearance of the 

scheme. 

 We hope that the overall effect will not 

appear to be a cramped use of an in-fill site. 

 Car parking may be adequate most of the 

time, but we fear that there will be 

occasions when demand will be exceeded 

and there is already pressure on on-street 

parking in the vicinity. 

 The west elevation near to the junction of 

Ash Grove and Brunton Street is in-active 

and dull.  It would help the scheme if this 

could be addressed e.g. by some 

articulation. 

 



5 

 

Application No.12/00885/FUL 

Erection of two storey semi-detached dwellings 

with garage and garden area to be used as 

ancillary accommodation. 

Jamea Al Kauthar Islamic College, Ashton Road, 

Lancaster 
 

Lancaster Civic Society has no concerns about the 

proposed demolition of the boiler house and 

workshop building. 

The single entity of the two semi-detached houses 

provides a more sympathetic massing with the 

surrounding buildings. 

The use of natural stone, green slate and hardwood 

sash windows is welcomed to fit with the materials 

of the listed buildings. 

The Civic Society has no objection to this proposed 

development. 

 

Other planning issues 
Members recently drew to our attention the re-

painting (in bright yellow) of the door & window 

frames of The Friary pub on Rosemary Lane and the 

painting of the stonework surrounding the new 

LUSH shop at Horseshoe Corner.  We have 

referred these concerns to the City Council and 

have received a detailed and helpful reply. 

 The Friary building is listed and any alterations 

which materially affect the character of the 

building would usually require Listed Building 

Consent.  The effect of re-painting a previously 

painted surface is open to interpretation but the 

matter will be considered.  

The LUSH shop is not listed and although the shop 

was given consent to install a fascia and signage 

there was no request (and no permission) to paint 

the surrounding stonework.   The alterations to the 

shopfront as a whole will be investigated. 
 

 

Committee Change 
 

John Braithwaite, who has been a much valued 

member of the Committee since 2005, has recently 

resigned due to the pressure of work commitments.  

We will greatly miss John’s input, experience and 

expertise on the Committee, but we are delighted 

he will continue as a member of the Society and of 

the Planning Group. 
 

 

Local Plan Consultations 
Lancaster City Council is currently inviting 

comments on 3 major components of the Local Plan 

(formerly the Local Development Framework) – Land 

Allocations, Development Management and the Area 

Action Plan for Morecambe.   

There have been a number of consultation events at 

various locations in the District and the relevant 

documents are currently available in Lancaster and 

Morecambe Public Libraries and Town Halls and via 

the Council’s website: 

www.lancaster.gov.uk/planningpolicy. 

The Land Allocations document, which identifies 

and allocates land for future development (housing 

or commercial) and land to be protected, has raised 

some concerns with its proposal for about 6000 new 

homes within the district over the next 15 years on 

both  greenfield and brownfield sites.  Over 1600 

are proposed for south Lancaster (900 at Whinney 

Carr and 750 at Bailrigg) and  nearly 1200 to the 

east of the city on Grab Lane (450), Moor Hospital 

(440), Nightingale Farm (164) Lancaster Leisure 

Park and Abattoir (107) and Ridge Lea (50). Details 

are available at www.lancaster.gov.uk/planningpolicy 

and comments can be made up to 14th December, 

email:  planningpolicy@lancaster.gov.uk.  Finalised 

proposals will be published in the summer of 2013. 
 

Also out for consultation is the draft Lancaster 

Conservation Area Appraisal.  Printed copies can be 

consulted at Lancaster and Morecambe Public 

Libraries and Town Halls and it can be viewed at 

www.lancaster.gov.uk/lancasterca.  Comments can 

be made until 14th December and should be emailed 

to ecoffey@lancaster.gov.uk 

Newsletter 
Winnie Clark, who has produced the Society’s 

newsletter for the past 6 years, is handing over the 

editorial role to Martin Widden and the distribution 

to Anne Stelfox and Roger Frankland. 
 

Contributions for the newsletter should be sent to 

Martin Widden, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LA1 1YQ 

or by email to sueandmart@o2.co.uk. 

For queries about distribution contact Anne 

Stelfox on 01524 823299 

 

 
 

This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 36 Hall Park, Lancaster LA1 4SH 

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the Data Protection Act 

Lancaster Civic Society is registered with Civic Voice and is a Registered Charity No 258434
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