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________________________________________________________________ 
 

Forthcoming events: for your diary 
 

Wednesday 9th December, 7.30 pm:   

Christmas Social at LANCASTER TOWN 

HALL. Talk by Robin Collins, a quiz, mince pies 

and mulled wine. 

 

Sunday 3rd January 10 am: 2016 Ugly Walk.   

This year we will be looking at the Marsh area. 

Meet outside the Victoria pub as was, on the 

corner of West Road and Willow Lane.  Please 

wrap up warmly and have sensible footwear. A 

camera to record the good and bad things we 

see is helpful.  The walk will last no longer than 

2 hours. 

 

Wednesday 20 January 7.30 pm: 

Archaeological finds of the Heysham-M6 Link 

Road; talk by Jeremy Bradley.   Friends 

Meeting House. 

 

Wednesday 17 February, 7.30 pm:  

Williamson’s and Storey’s;  talk by George 

Niven.  Friends Meeting House. 

 

Wednesday 2nd March 2 pm:   

Afternoon meeting with a talk and 

refreshments.  Friends Meeting House. 

 

Wednesday 16th March 7.30 pm:  

The Fairfield Association; talk by Hilary and 

Mick Short.  Friends Meeting House.   

 

__________________________________ 

 

People, Homes and Jobs: public 

consultation 
 

The City Council recently sought the public’s 

views on potential sites for some of the new 

housing it is estimated will be required up to 

2031.  According to consultants Turley 

Associates, in order to meet the district’s 

future development needs, the Council needs to 

plan for 9,500 jobs and 13,000–14,000 new 

homes over the next 15 years. 

Sites for 7,000–8,000 new homes have already 

been identified on a mix of brownfield and 

greenfield sites.  The above consultation 

concerned the proposals for the remaining 

5,000-6,000 new homes.  It is proposed these 

be spread throughout the district through a 

combination of: 

 an urban extension; 

 the use of some land currently within 

the North Lancashire Green Belt (the 

boundaries of the current green belt 

are to be reviewed concurrently with 

the development of the Local Plan) 

 the expansion of one village.  

Three alternative sites for an urban extension 

were suggested: 

 south Lancaster (3,000 new homes 

including those already proposed for 

the Whinney Carr area); 

 an area to the east of the M6 near 

junction 34 (1,500 new homes); 

 an area to the west of the M6 between 

the Ridge and the Lansil Golf Course 

(1,500 new homes).   

Four areas in the current North Lancashire 

Green Belt were proposed: 
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 land to the north of Lancaster up to 

the boundary of the new link road (850 

new homes); 

 land to the east of Torrisholme Barrow 

bounded by the railway line (750 new 

homes);  

 land to the south of Carnforth (1,250 

new homes); 

 land in Slyne-with-Hest to the west of 

the A6 (500 new homes).   

In Dolphinholme, which currently has about 150 

homes, 500 new homes are proposed. 

A group of interested members met to discuss 

the proposals and to formulate the Society’s 

response. 

We expressed scepticism about the Turley 

figures but accepted that the government 

would probably require the Council to accept 

and work with them.  However, we urged that 

the projections be kept under regular review so 

that targets could be revised in the light of 

actual development and that undeveloped land 

in one sub-period should be carried forward.  

We also urged that brownfield sites always be 

given priority for development over greenfield 

ones and that developers be strongly 

encouraged design houses appropriate their 

location (i.e. not standard, pattern-book 

designs).   

Of the sites proposed, we thought the urban 

extension to south Lancaster appeared the 

most sustainable of the three urban options, 

though a very robust transport plan would be 

necessary to overcome the capacity issues on 

the A6.  Whilst regretting the loss of green 

belt land we accepted that development of 

small parts of it seemed inevitable, especially 

given the changes resulting from the new link 

road.  This could hopefully be achieved without 

nullifying the green belt’s core function of 

keeping settlements separate.  We said the 

proposed expansion of Dolphinholme seemed 

excessive and that development here should be 

on a much more modest scale.  Our full 

response, along with the Council’s leaflet about 

the consultation which includes maps of the 

proposed sites, is available on the society’s 

website (www.lancastercivicsociety.org) or 

contact Winnie Clark (01524 33411 or 

clark4be@btinternet.com).  

The results of the public consultation will feed 

into the Council’s Land Allocations Document, a 

key element of the Local Plan.    A draft Land 

Allocations Document with the final proposals 

about the allocation of land for various 

purposes is expected to be available in spring 

2016 when there will be a further opportunity 

for public comment. 

Winnie Clark

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reports of meetings 
October meeting 

 
The Lune Rivers Trust looks after the Lune. 

Why does it need looking after? Sarah 

Littlefield’s talk to the Civic Society on 21 

October explained the river’s problems and the 

Trust’s solutions. For example, cattle drinking 

from the river cause the banks to erode; 

installing a water trough and fencing off the 

banks enriches the bank’s vegetation and 

reduces the silt load so improving the habitat 

for fish.  Old dams and poorly designed fish 

passes stop fish reaching their spawning 

grounds in the upper reaches; the Trust 

removes such obstacles. Invasive non-native 

 

species out-compete native species – giant 

hogweed, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan 

balsam; removing them is hard work but very 

beneficial. Installing bat and bird boxes and 

planting small new woodlands can benefit the 

wildlife generally. The Trust relies heavily on 

volunteers to run it and bolster the work of its 

specialists. It needs donors to reduce its costs 

and provide match funding for the grants it 

requires to pay for its schemes. New schemes 

are plentiful; new grants increasingly 

competitive. Sarah Littlefield’s talk showed a 

Trust ready for new challenges. 

 

Gordon Clark  
 

http://www.lancastercivicsociety.org/
mailto:clark4be@btinternet.com
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November meeting 

 
Who would have thought that there was a link 

between Magna Carta and Hornby?  Andrew 

White unravelled the link in his fascinating talk 

to the Civic Society on 18 November. Roger de 

Montbegon, whose base was Hornby, was one of 

the 25 barons of England who signed Magna 

Carta at Runnymede in 1215, 800 years ago. 

The Montbegons came from Normandy and held 

lands there, and they lived at Castle Stede. 

Only after the Nevilles had taken over the 

lands did the family build on the site of today’s 

Hornby Castle and the village began to develop 

on its present site. Andrew White also set 

Magna Carta into its historical context. The 

actual agreement was a dead letter only months 

after it had been signed. Yet this was the first 

time an English king had been held in check by 

his barons. Some of the charter’s clauses were 

later taken up as key parts of civil liberties by 

the founding fathers of the USA. The surviving 

copies of Magna Carta can be seen in Lincoln, 

Salisbury and the British Library. 

 

Gordon Clark 

 

 

 
 

The Judges’ Lodgings 
 

 

Cuts threatened to cultural services 

 
Members will no doubt have read of the 

possible cuts to local services, following the 

recent announcement of severe cuts in central 

government funding of County Councils.  The 

reductions are likely to hit bus services, 

children’s centres, libraries, old people’s day 

centres, homeless centres, and museums  -  

including the Grade I listed Judges’ Lodgings, 

which is threatened with closure. 

The Judges Lodgings has what is undoubtedly 

the finest Georgian frontage in Lancaster  -  

some would say it is the finest building of any 

style in the City.  Viewed up Church Street, its 

superb symmetrical frontage commands the 

length of the street.   
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The Museum houses a very fine collection of 

Gillow furniture.  It is not clear what the 

future of the artefacts in the Museum will be 

if it is closed, but clearly it is very important 

for the City’s tourism offer that the Judges’ 

Lodgings building should be looked after and 

that the Museum should remain open.  As one 

of the chief cultural buildings in the precinct 

of the Castle, it could play a major role in the 

development of the Castle as an attraction. 

We understand The Duchy, Historic England 

and the National Trust are all being approached 

to see if any are willing to take it on. 

 

Where did it go wrong? 

This is the heading of a letter in the Lancaster 

Guardian of 3 December, in which the writer 

notes that after the Second World War there 

was an abundance of council housing built to 

Parker-Morris standards, a decent health 

service and as good schooling as that era could 

provide. 

In the same letter, he observes that the UK is 

currently the sixth richest country in the 

world, and we are told we have the fastest-

growing economy in Europe. 

Clearly he is puzzled that we now seem unable 

to afford the level of services that were 

regarded as normal in the post-war period. 

He is certainly not alone. 

____________________________ 

Planning application responses 

15/00965/FUL    15/00964/LB 

Grand Theatre.  St Leonardgate.   Removal of 

existing single storey store house and external 

fire escape staircase to the side elevation, 

erection of a two storey side extension  

Lancaster Civic Society welcomes plans to 

expand the reception facilities and other 

offices at this historic site.   We commented 

favourably when these proposals first appeared 

in much the same form in 2008.  

The proposed extension, while representing a 

significant contrast to the existing fabric, has 

been thoughtfully designed and should enhance 

the experience of theatre-goers, when 

compared with the existing cramped and 

uninviting foyer.  

The separation of the new reception area from 

the main body of  the theatre by means of a 

glazed link is imaginative and ensures that the 

original masonry of the north-eastern facade 

remains visible.  

Although the materials proposed appear to 

have been sensitively selected, perhaps further 

consideration could be given to the possibility 

of using coursed rubble stone  or render for 

the end gable facing St Leonardsgate.. Some 

texture to the face of this wall will make it 

softer and fit in better with either the main 

elevation or fly tower. 

 

15/01087/ LB     15/01086/CU   

Church House, 96 Church Street Lancaster.  

Change of use from offices  to 11-bed shared 

student accommodation 

The Civic Society welcomes the fact that this 

notable building is to be returned into active 

use and that  no alterations are proposed to 

the front or rear elevations of this elegant 

residence. Whilst many of the proposed rooms 

look spacious, the space available in Room 1 

seems very restricted. We would urge that any 

internal furnishings and fitments of a historic 

nature should be documented and similarly 

preserved. 
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