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LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
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________________________________________________________________ 
 

Forthcoming events:  

 
Wednesday 20th April, 7.30 pm at the 

Friends Meeting House, Lancaster: 

Lakeland’s old crafts and industries, talk by 
Andy Lowe 
 
Wednesday 1st June:  Summer evening walk 

Guided tour of Leighton Hall (more details 
available in May newsletter). 

 
Saturday 11th June:  Summer outing to 

Wrexham and Chirk Castle (booking form with 

full details available with May newsletter). 

 
Wednesday 15th June: AGM (to be held in 

Lancaster Town Hall) 

 
 

Budget uncertainties 

At the time of writing, the national Budget 
statement by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
on Wednesday 16 March has led to some 
turmoil, including the resignation of Iain 

Duncan Smith as Work and Pensions Secretary 
on 18 March.   

This newsletter would not normally be the place 
to comment on such national events.  However, 

much of the funding for county councils and 
district councils comes from central 
government, so the national Budget statement 
will have effects throughout the country:  

Lancaster is certainly not immune. 

As we reported in the previous issue of this 
newsletter, austerity measures by the 
government have left the County critically 
short of funds, and a possible result of this 

situation is the closure of a number of 
museums in the County, including Lancaster’s 
Judges’ Lodgings.   

We were pleased to learn that the County 
Council has said, on 17 March, that it will keep 
all five of the threatened museums in the 
County open until September, ‘to allow more 

time for discussions to continue with 
organisations keen to take them over, and for 
other interested parties to come forward.’  

We are aware of at least three groups that 

have expressed interest in keeping the Judges’ 
Lodgings open so that it can continue to 
operate as a museum; so there would seem to 
be a fair chance that the collection of Gillow 
furniture held by the museum will continue to 

be held and conserved there.   

We will be applying whatever pressure we can 
to ensure that the Judges’ Lodgings museum is 
kept open.  Members are encouraged to do the 

same.  (See also the report overleaf on the 
afternoon meeting held on 2 March.) 

 

 

GOLDEN JUBILEE  -  see page 3 

_____________________________ 

Reports  

Christmas Social 

The Christmas Social on 9th December was 
well-attended despite earlier bad weather.  
Robin Collins entertained us with memories of 

his time serving on the Royal Yacht Britannia 
and we were then challenged by a quiz devised 
by Roger Kemp.  Mince pies and mulled wine 
completed a very convivial evening.  We are 
most grateful to all those who worked very 

hard to make the evening so successful, 
especially to compère Roger Frankland, quiz 
compiler Roger Kemp (MBE, though we didn’t 
know at the time!) and to Anne Stelfox and her 

team. 
 

Winnie Clark  
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Ugly Walk 2016 

 

This year Roger Frankland led seven hardy 
members around the Marsh area on a cold damp 
morning.  We were impressed by the absence 

of litter, though old Rediffusion wires remain a 
very visible presence.  We encountered some 
grot spots, but also some interesting by-ways 
and attractive features.  We are grateful, as 

always, to Roger for devising the walk and 
leading us round. 
 

Winnie Clark 
 
January Meeting 

 

‘Everything changed when the Romans invaded 
the northwest.’ Wrong! That, in essence, was 

the core of the enthusiastic talk given to the 
Civic Society on 20 January by Jamie 
Quartermaine of Oxford Archaeology North. 
This may seem an odd argument when you recall 

Hadrian’s Wall, forts and Roman roads. And 
then there were all the villas and even towns. 
But Jamie took us away from the militarised 
northern frontier and the Romanised south of 
England. He focused on the North West and 

the ordinary native population of Britons in the 
countryside. The archaeology here shows that 
they carried on building their circular, Iron-
Age-style houses scattered across the 

landscape even in areas quite near forts (like 
Barker House Farm site at Lancaster 
University) and also when working for the 
Romans (Walton-le-Dale). The one big change 
was that civilian settlements no longer needed 

to be defended by walls; the Romans brought 
peace, at least until AD410. Jamie also showed 
how the drone technology that so rapidly 
surveyed Vicarage Field could also be used to 

record in great detail buildings and sites 
around the world at risk from natural disasters 
or wars. 
 

Gordon Clark 
 

February Meeting 

 

Our largest audience of the session enjoyed 

George Niven’s talk on 17 February. His subject 
was the famous family firms of Williamson and 
Storey. There were many similarities. From 
modest beginnings both firms’ founders set up 

in Lancaster and built major enterprises in 

related products for the home like linoleum and 
table baize. Both needed efficient 
manufacturing, clever design and good 
marketing both nationally and abroad. Both 

firms survived downturns, even profiting from 
other firms’ declining fortunes. At times the 
two firms cooperated; at others they were 
rivals. The townscape of Lancaster still shows 

their influence in the mills and streets of 
terraced housing, decades after they ceased 
trading. Both firms’ leaders had social 
consciences, demonstrated through many acts 
of philanthropy to individuals, societies and 

institutions in health and education 
particularly. George’s talk sparked a lively Q&A 
session with numerous reminiscences. 
 

Gordon Clark 
 
March 2nd, afternoon meeting 

 

With the current threat to the future of the 
Judges’ Lodgings Museum, it was timely that 
the Civic Society‘s afternoon meeting on 2 
March featured a talk on Gillow furniture by 
Susan Stuart. She has written the definitive 

book on ‘Gillows of Lancaster and London’. 
Susan took us through the firm’s long history, 
the family, the craftsmen and, above all, the 
furniture itself. Its quality came from using 

the best quality woods (more often tropical 
than British), the great skill of the Lancaster 
carpenters, and the fashionable designs used. 
Some designs were the firm’s own and others 
were Gillow’s versions of their competitors’ 

styles. Some designs were old favourites 
updated and others were cutting edge for their 
time. Gillow’s London shop was critical for 
keeping the firm at the top of the market.  

 
Susan alerted us to the threat to the best 
national collection of Gillow furniture, which 
the Judges’ Lodgings Museum houses. She 

urged us to support the Friends of the Judges’ 
Lodgings Group which aspires to take over the 
Museum and keep open for local people and the 
wider public one of Lancaster’s most important 
tourist attractions.   
 

Gordon Clark 
 



3 
 

Golden Jubilee of Lancaster Civic Society 
 
 

Lancaster Civic Society was founded in 1967, so next year, 2017, is our 
Golden Jubilee Year. 

 
We propose to celebrate this by presenting lectures in 2017 on the past 
fifty years, of Lancaster and of the Society; and we will be organising other 

celebratory events.   
 

If you would like to take part in these events, or, better, to propose and 
help to organise the celebrations, you might like to join the Society’s 
committee or one of the sub-groups. 

 

If so, please contact a member of the present committee.  In the first 

instance, you could contact one of the joint chairmen: 
 
Roger Frankland, phone 01524 382097, email rfrankland6@gmail.com  

 

Martin Widden, phone 01524 67678, email martin.widden@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 
As noted on the front page, the Society’s Annual General Meeting is to be 

held at Lancaster Town Hall on Wednesday 15 June at 7.30 pm.  All 
members of the Society are welcome and indeed encouraged to attend. 

 

This is the meeting at which, each year, the officers and committee of the 
Society for the coming year are elected. 

 
The AGM is your opportunity to stand for election  -  please do consider 

helping to run the Society.  Several of the Society’s officers have served 

for a long time, and new blood is needed to take the Society forward into 
its second fifty years! 

 

 

mailto:rfrankland6@gmail.com
mailto:martin.widden@gmail.com
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Plant growth in buildings 
 

Spring is officially here, and the weeds are 
starting to grow again.  They grow in gardens, in 
paths, on vacant sites; and they also find space 
for their roots in cracks in buildings  -  where 

the pointing of walls has failed, for example. 
 

Once established, the roots expand, often 
forcing the gap to open wider and letting water 
and weather into the fabric of the building.  

Members of the Society have noted many cases 
of plant growth in significant buildings around 
Lancaster, including some that are listed.  This 
situation is likely to get worse, because (to save 

money) the Council has stopped most of its 
weed-killing activity. 
 

If serious damage to buildings is to be 

prevented, it looks as if the input of volunteer 
groups is going to be needed for the time being 
at least, to carry out vital activities like 
weedkilling which until recently were done by 
Councils. 
 

Most weeds can be killed by the application of a 
weed-killer such as glyphosate (the best-known 
trade name is Round-up, a Monsanto product).  

Unfortunately, weeds often establish 
themselves in places where they are out of 
reach, so they are difficult to kill.  But if the 
growth goes on unchecked, the problem is going 

to get a lot worse  -  it really is a case of ‘a 
stitch in time saves nine’. 
 

We are therefore proposing to set up a Civic 

Society Group to explore ways of treating these 
weeds, and then if possible to start killing them.  
This would entail raising money to pay for the 
weedkiller, and possibly for hire or purchase of 
equipment; establishing how to go about the 

weedkilling process in a safe manner, and 
training people to do it; and then carrying out 
weedkilling in appropriate places.   
 
Would you be willing to help to raise funds to 

support the work? or to spend a half-day 

now and then, spraying weeds?  We hope a 

number of our members would like to help 

with this task.  Please contact Martin 

Widden to find out more.  

(phone:  01524 67678;  

email:  martin.widden@gmail.com). 

Planning responses: 
15/01368/FUL and 15/01369/LB  5-6 Cable 

Street: to student accommodation 

We welcome plans to return this fine Grade II 
listed building back into use after years of 
neglect, and are pleased to note that there is no 

intention to alter the historic frontage onto 
Cable Street. 
The design of the new build to the rear is 
pleasing in that there will be a variation in roof 
heights. Detailing of the single-storey reception 

area needs to take account of both the old and 
new elements to which it will provide access. It 
is hoped that stone from the buildings to be 
demolished may be recycled. 

Although we support the overall design in 
principle we feel that 84 units in the new build 
is too many, and the dimensions of the individual 
studio bedrooms will barely conform to the 
minimum requirements.  Those on the ground 

floor will have little outlook and will lack natural 
light.  Those on the west elevation will be facing 
a high wall, while those on the opposite side will 
overlook a plant room, bicycle storage area and 

the rubbish bins (which will need to be well-
screened), in addition to a high boundary/party 
wall.  
The space designated for rubbish deposit 
seems inadequate for the number of units to be 

served. There would appear to be no provision 
of drop-off points for students loading luggage 
at the beginning and end of terms. Detailed 
plans should be amended to take into account 

these reservations 
 

15/01342/OUT  Land to the East of Ashton 

Road: outline application for up to 125 

dwellings 

We regret the prospect of losing these areas 
of arable land but recognise that the proposed 
sites are, as yet, unallocated as far as future 
development is concerned and the existing 

housing development on Pinewood Close, 
separating the two sites, appears to set a 
precedent. 
However we believe this application is 

premature in that, pending the publication of 
the Council's Land Allocations Document, a 
number of decisions regarding future 
infrastructure have yet to be made. We believe 
account should be taken of the likelihood of a 

new road being constructed to link Ashton Road 

mailto:martin.widden@gmail.com
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with the A6 across the projected Whinney Carr 

development.   
There would be serious traffic implications 
consequent upon the erection of 125 houses on 
this site, which we think are seriously under-

estimated in the Design and Access Statement.  
The route into the city centre via Ashton Road 
is always restricted past the Royal Albert and 
De Vitre Cottages and, at certain times of the 

day, by parking outside Ripley St Thomas 
School. The alternative route to the south via 
Ashford Road and Scotforth village can be 
equally congested, especially at its pinch point 
just before the traffic lights at the A6 

junction, which is effectively single-track..  
Residents would be car-dependent since the 
rural buses are so infrequent and are likely to 
be cut even further. The pavement along Ashton 

Road exists only on the western side of the 
road and is also quite narrow in places.  Along 
Ashford Road, at its pinch point, there is no 
pavement at all. 
The suggestion that 40% of the new houses 

should be "affordable" is welcome and we hope 
this will be implemented in full.  However we are 
concerned that a Registered Provider has not 
yet been identified. 

Previous experience of subsidence affecting 
some Pinewood Close residences (possibly as a 
result of having been built on spoil removed 
when the canal was constructed) should be 

taken into account in the design of those units 
nearest to the canal bank.  Drainage may also be 
an issue and it is not clear if the proposed 
ponds are intended to address this. In general 
careful thought appears to have been given to 

the landscaping of the development but there is 
no indication of the types of building materials 
it is intended to use. 
Incidentally, Lancaster Civic Society is cited as 

having been consulted (as a stake-holder) at the 
consultation stage (Statement of Community 
Involvement page 5).  However we do not appear 
to have received a copy of the consultation 
letter. 

 
 

15/01510/FUL Fire Station and 38 Cable 

Street (to create new fire and ambulance 

station) 

Lancaster Civic Society approves the proposed 
design which it is understood has been arrived 

at after consultations with the City Council’s 
Planning Officers and Conservation Team. 
Inevitably this is a utilitarian structure and, 
positioned as it is close to St John's Church, 

efforts have had to be made to curtail the 
height of the building and the tower making 
them less obtrusive. The use of random course 
stone for the boundary walls and part of the 
fire station is in keeping with the materials 

used on the Sainsbury's store opposite; windows 
are well-proportioned.  It is pleasing to note 
that the original stone arch from St John's 
School is to be incorporated in the design. It is 

good that the neighbouring Number 38 Cable 
Street will be brought back into full use. 
The use of a single-ply membrane on the roof 
may be problematical and a lead finish would 
have been preferable. 

It is to be hoped that the events of December 
2015, will result in a revised a flood risk 
assessment being undertaken.  

 

 

Lancaster Archaeological and 

Historical Society 
The LAHS publishes a journal, Contrebis, which 
contains articles (short and long) on the 
archaeology or history of the wider Lancaster 
area. If any members of the Civic Society have 

researched such topics and would like to write 
them up with a view to publication in Contrebis, 
do please contact the journal’s editor, Dr 
Gordon Clark (clark4be@btinternet.com).  He is 

happy to discuss possible topics.  

 

 
Lancaster Vision report  -  this report is held 

over to the next issue of the newsletter, owing 
to shortage of both space and time.   

____________________________ 

 

 
This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 36 Hall Park, Lancaster LA1 4SH  

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the Data Protection Act 

Lancaster Civic Society is registered with Civic Voice and is a Registered Charity No 258434
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