
1 

 

LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
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________________________________________________________________ 
 

Imminent event!: 
 

Wednesday 1st June, 7 pm:   

This year the summer walk takes the 

form of a guided tour of Leighton Hall, 

Carnforth (home of the Gillow Reynolds 

family), with its outstanding collection 

of Gillow furniture.  The cost is £7 per 

person.  Meet at 7 pm by the main door 

(n.b. for drivers: follow the brown 

direction signs as satnav displays the 

incorrect route).  

For more information please contact 

Anne Stelfox, 01524 823299, or email 

annepstelfox218@gmail.com 

 

Other forthcoming events:  

Saturday 11th June: Summer outing to 

Wrexham and Chirk Castle (further details 

and booking form enclosed with this 

newsletter) 

Wednesday 15th June, 7.30 pm:   Society’s 

AGM at Lancaster Town Hall.  Guest 

speaker, Mark Cassidy.  Refreshments 

served at the end of the meeting.  

Notification and nomination form enclosed 

with this newsletter. 

Tours of Lancaster Cemetery, Quernmore 

Road, led by Roger Frankland.  Sundays 15th 

May; 19th June; 17th July; 21st August; 18th 

September.  Start at 2pm and last approx 

one hour.  Meet by the main cemetery 

gates. 

 

Editorial 

A lively email debate has been taking place 

recently among members of the Society’s 

committee and planning group about student 

accommodation in the City.  Students have 

been living here since St Martin’s College and 

the University of Lancaster were established 

more than fifty years ago  -  but the numbers 

have been rising, and in recent years more and 

more property has been built or converted to 

house students exclusively.  Letting to 

students is good business for landlords, 

because rents for student rooms are quite high 

per square foot and they are generally paid in 

advance, and properties that are occupied only 

by students are exempt from Council Tax. 
 

We know the two university campuses in the 

City bring big benefits to the District, both 

economic and cultural, and it must be good for 

both students and Lancaster residents to have 

students living here, so long as any 

accommodation buildings for students are done 

to a high standard of architecture and town 

planning.  An important part of planning is 

agreeing overall policies against which 

development proposals can be judged, so it is 

unfortunate that there isn’t a policy on the 

amount and location of accommodation for 

students in this District.   
 

Such a policy would no doubt be part of the 

local planning framework, placing accommo-

dation for students in the context of housing 

for the population of Lancaster in general.  

This policy would be a resource for judging 

planning applications for all kinds of housing, 

including that for students. 

An informed debate needs urgently to take 

place about the provision of accommodation for 

students, and how this should be planned for.  

This should involve the City Council, the two 

universities, students and landlords. 
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Programme for next year 
 

As noted in the last newsletter, 2017 will be 

the Society’s Golden Jubilee year, and we hope 

to offer lectures and events during the year 

that will celebrate our fifty years 1967-2017.  

These could be on the subject of things that 

have happened in the locality, or that have 

happened elsewhere but are of interest or 

relevance to members of the Society. 
 

If you have ideas for speakers or topics that 

you would like to suggest for these lectures, 

please do get in touch with any member of the 

Society’s committee. 

 
 

Lancaster District Design Awards  

It’s time to nominate your favourite new 

building, conversion or refurbishment for a 

Lancaster District Design Award.  The 

nominated scheme should have been completed 

within the past two years. 

Please contact Martin Widden about possible 

nominations, as soon as possible 
(martin.widden@gmail.com ). 

 

 

Lancaster Vision 

A seminar was held on 15 March under the title 

‘From Education to Employment: challenges and 

opportunities’.  Organised by Lancaster Vision, 

the seminar was held at Lancaster and 

Morecambe College, and was attended by more 

than fifty people, from schools, the College and 

universities, employers and businesses.  A 

number of action points came out of the day, 

and they are being pursued now.  A report was 

put together on the proceedings of the day.  If 

you would like to receive a copy by email, please 

contact Michael Greenhalgh 
(michaelgreenhalgh@talktalk.net ) 

 

Local Green Space designation: 

another opportunity to nominate sites 
 

Lancaster City Council has initiated another 

round of nominations for Local Green Space.  

This is a designation for green spaces which 

are important to the local community and which 

are demonstrably special.  The first round 

elicited over 50 nominations which are 

currently being assessed.  Further nominations 

are invited by 31 August 2016.  Nominations 

which are accepted will feed into the Land 

Allocations Document, part of the Local Plan. 

Local Green Space designation provides special 

protection against development for green areas 

of particular importance to local communities.  

For further information, consult the City 

Council’s website www.lancaster.gov.uk  or email 

Helen Ryan (hryan@lancaster.gov.uk). 

 

 

Meeting reports  

March Meeting  

It is difficult to make a significant difference 

in your local area. But the Fairfield Association 

has succeeded in this since it started in 1996. 

Nearly 55 acres of western Lancaster have 

been preserved as a play area, orchard and 

nature reserve. Around £750,000 has been 

raised from individuals and agencies and 400 

volunteers have helped support the work in 

many ways. Landowners and Lancaster City 

Council have played their part too. The story of 

Fairfield Association and its achievements was 

told to the Civic Society at its evening meeting 

on 16 March. The early days had their small 

victories around the Fairfield Green play area. 

The Orchard came next with its spring blossom 

and autumn harvest. Then the nature reserve 

developed in two phases (Fauna and Flora) with 

traditional farming methods, White Park cattle 

and a variety of habitats preserved and 

enhanced. The result is a wide range of birds 

and mammals close to the centre of Lancaster, 

accessible to everyone from the footpaths that 

cross the area from Aldcliffe Road and 

Sunnyside Lane. Whatever the season, the 

Fairfield area is well worth a visit. 

Gordon Clark  
 

April meeting 

Andy Lowe’s talk to the Civic Society on 20 

April highlighted the Lake District’s rich 

industrial past. He showed why the area is 

nationally important for its industrial 

archaeology. Manufacturing was based on the 
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local geology, woodlands and water. The geology 

provided the slate, the lead and copper ores, 

and the limestone. These were needed by the 

manufacturers and house builders across 

Britain as early as the 17th century but notably 

in the 19th. The quarries and smelting sites can 

still be seen in the Lakeland landscape. The 

woodlands provided the raw materials needed 

by the tanneries, smelting works and bobbin 

mills as well as the makers of baskets and 

brooms. The rivers supplied the power to the 

corn mills and gunpowder works. The rivers and 

lakes also gave cheap transport of goods long 

before the railways. Today these industries are 

mostly long gone but their relics, some well 

preserved, can still be seen by today’s alert 

tourists. 

Gordon Clark  

Officers and committee of the 

Society  -  new ones needed! 
 

The forthcoming AGM on 15 June is the time 

to elect the officers and committee of the 

Society for 2016-17.  We would be very 

pleased to receive nominations for new 

members of the committee and new officers.  

Some of us have served for a long time, in 

various capacities, and some new blood would be 

very welcome. 
 

Nominations could be made on the night (if duly 

seconded), but it would be preferable to make 

nominations in advance of the AGM if at all 

possible. 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________

Planning application responses 
 

16/00159/VCN Former Frontierland site, 

Morecambe 

To vary original condition to provide greater 

flexibility of retail offer and amendments to 

some drawings 

The Civic Society raised no objection to the 

introduction of a limited amount of convenience 

retailing, but we noted that the application also 

includes amendments to some of the drawings 

and that elevations have been provided for a 

Brewers Fayre and Premier Inn, fronting on to 

Marine Drive. .  We reiterated our earlier 

comments about the importance of good design 

and materials, especially  for a building in such 

a prominent location.  The design and 

materials palette used here will set a 

precedent for other buildings on the site: the 

earlier, approved application (14/00388/FUL) 

spoke of “a material palette carefully chosen to 

reflect the marine environment”.  A condition 

of the approval of the earlier application was 

that external materials and sample panels were 

to be provided.  We asked that, if this current 

application is approved,  this condition will be 

applied again and that suitable, sensitive 

materials, will be chosen, preferably mainly 

traditional materials such as stone and brick 

which will blend sensitively with the 

surrounding area  and withstand the exposed 

location. 

 

15/000274/FUL   Gillow Showrooms, North 

Road: conversion to student accommodation 

We welcomed proposals to restore this 

significant building to active use, noting that 

the main frontage on to North Road will remain 

relatively unaltered, apart from replacement 

window frames which could enhance the 

appearance. Such historic internal features as 

still remain from the original building should be 

carefully preserved. Proposed alterations to 

the rear elevation are more radical but should 

result in greatly increased natural light for the 

rooms facing on to the Sugarhouse and the 

rear of St Leonardgate warehouses. 

Imaginative design of the interior using a 

mezzanine floor configuration results in space 

being provided for ninety-eight units, but the 

overall impression is one of considerable 

density on the upper floors. It is unclear how 

much kitchen space is provided in each unit. 

The provision of generous communal space on 

the ground floor is to be welcomed. 

 

  



4 

 

16/00014/FUL  49 China Street: conversion 

to office accommodation (ground floor) with 

student accommodation above 

We note that an earlier application for the 

development of this vacant site 

(14/01277/FUL) was approved.  At that time 

we commented: The front elevation proposed is 

sympathetic to the adjoining buildings and 

matches their fenestration. We would like to 

see quoins on the southern end of the three 

story section, to match the right hand side of 

the frontages.  

With regard to the present application, we 

reiterated our comment regarding the quoins. 

The full length staircase window on the first 

and second floors was preferable to the split 

fenestration with unspecified material between 

the two sections. We were also very concerned 

about the apparent reduction in quality in the 

material for the facade: the ashlar has all but 

disappeared and the main four-storey element 

now seems to be oatmeal render and the 

adjacent element is WPC Dura cladding in cedar 

- clapboard of this material and colour would be 

totally wrong in that setting. Windows, which 

were previously to have been painted timber 

with sliding ashes are now to be powder-coated 

aluminium (grey) and the external doors are 

also powder-coated aluminium (including the 

shop/office front).  There is no mention in new 

application of rainwater goods.   

  

We would urge that this application should not 

be approved without further consideration 

being given to the proposed external materials, 

which seem to be radically different to those 

in the earlier application and, we believe, not 

appropriate for a building on a prominent site, 

within a Conservation Area and sandwiched 

between two, predominantly stone buildings, 

one of which is Grade II listed (58 Market 

Street) and the other identified as a key 

landscape building (The Pub). 
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