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Forthcoming events:  

Wednesday 14 December 7.30 pm: 

Christmas Social Evening, Lancaster Town 

Hall  -  come with your brain sharpened up 

for our annual quiz, mince pies etc 

Early January: Ugly walk  -  please contact 

Roger Frankland for details (contact info 

on the membership card) 

Wednesday 11 January 7.30 pm: Jeremy 

Bradley (Oxford Archaeology North), 

Archaeological finds on the route of the 

Heysham-M6 Link Road 

Wednesday 8 February 7.30 pm: Andrew 

Reilly, Digs on Quay Meadow and Vicarage 

Field 

 

Summer visit to Leighton Hall 
 

The summer Walk this year took place at 

Leighton hall, Warton, the home of the Gillow 

Family. 

At present the future of the Judges Lodgings 

museum in Lancaster with its wonderful 

collection of Gillow Furniture is uncertain, so it 

was appropriate that the Civic Society should 

have the opportunity to see inside the Hall with 

much of its furniture made by the family 

business. 

The Hall sits on an ancient site, with a dramatic 

view of the Bay and Lakeland Hills as one 

approaches the front of the Hall.  

Origins of the Hall date back before 1246. It 

was rebuilt by George Townley in 1708 and 

eventually passed to his nephew and then sold 

to Alexander Worswick who married Alice 

Gillow.  So began the connection with the 

famous furniture making family, after the Hall 

was bought by Richard Gillow, grandson of 

Robert, the founder of the company. 

Richard refaced the building in the new “Gothic 

Style” between 1822 and 1825.  

We were met by the current owner Mrs Susie 

Gillow Reynolds who welcomed us into the 

library and gave us a brief history of the 

house.  Susie was a knowledgeable and an 

amusing guide and showed us around the much 

loved and lived-in family home.  The dining room 

was particularly impressive, with a magnificent 

table laid with beautiful silver. 

From the Drawing room, there is a large 

Victorian window which gives a splendid view of 

the Lakeland Hills.  On the evening of our visit, 

the evening sun eventually came out to reveal 

not only the view of the mountains but the 

wonderful surrounds of the parkland and the 

many mature trees. 

Our most grateful thanks go to Susie for her 

time and knowledge in answering all our 

questions about this very special family home. 

Anne Stelfox 

 

Historical Gazetteer of Cumbria 

A new A to Z guide, claimed to be the first of 

its kind, has just been published by the 

Regional Heritage Centre at Lancaster 

University in association with the Cumbria 

County History Trust.  

Available as a softback book, as a PDF file, or 

on-line, the gazetteer is based on groundwork 

by a 90-strong team of volunteer local 

historians, who put together brief historical 

cameos on every community in Cumbria, 

whether large or small.  These contributions 

were edited for publication by Professor Angus 
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Winchester, of the History Department at 

Lancaster University.  The book provides a 

digest of facts about population, land 

ownership, local economic history, places of 

worship, schools and other community 

institutions across the centuries. 

Angus Winchester suggests we may like to keep 

a copy in the car as we travel about Cumbria, to 

provide a flavour of places as we visit them.  

The book is available from the RHC on-line 

store at 

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/users/rhc/books/in

dex.htm  

_____________________________ 

Meeting reports  

Gloucester Services  -  an oasis on the M5 

Motorway 

A motorway service station may not seem a 

very likely topic for a Civic Society evening 

lecture  -  but the new Gloucester services 

building has won high praise for its design.  In 

this talk, James Spencer, Associate at the 

project architects Glenn Howells, explained the 

features of the development that make it 

particularly interesting. 

When driving north from Lancaster, many of us 

will have visited one of the motorway service 

areas at Tebay (west or east).  The first 

motorway service facility opened by 

Westmorland Ltd, Tebay West, was distinctive 

from the very beginning, and scores very highly 

in every comparison table of motorway 

services.  Westmorland was set up in 1972 by 

John and Barbara Dunning, farmers whose land 

was the location for Tebay West services, and 

it is their company that has gone on to open 

Tebay East, the Tebay truck stop, the Rheged 

Centre at Penrith, and now Gloucester services.  

Their principle has been to set up an operation 

that is rooted in its place, and that captures 

the spirit of it.  They have extended this 

guiding principle to all their operations, 

including the new one at Gloucester.  The Chief 

Executive of the company is now Sarah 

Dunning, of the next generation of the family.  

The company is firmly based in Cumbria, but 

when developing their proposals for the 

Gloucester site they made sure to consult the 

local community.  As James Spencer said, there 

had been concern that a motorway service area 

near Gloucester could be a blot on the 

landscape.  But the building has a green roof, 

which makes it unobtrusive from any distance.  

Internally, timber is used extensively, and the 

roof is an innovative shell construction  -  

similar to the roof used for the Savill Building, 

which houses the visitor centre at Windsor 

Great Park, also by Glenn Howells Architects.   

Should you be in the vicinity of Gloucester, 

Windsor, or indeed Tebay you could find it 

interesting to visit these buildings.  Do take 

your camera! 

------------- 

Sleeping Giants and Dozing Dwarfs   -   

Morecambe in Three Buildings 

This was the title of the talk by Peter Wade on 

9 November.  Members of the audience had 

probably tried to guess in advance which 

buildings in Morecambe would prove to be the 

focus of this lecture  -  maybe the Winter 

Gardens?  or the Midland Hotel?  -  but if they 

had, they would have had a surprise, because 

these obvious buildings were not on the list.    

The first building chosen by Peter Wade was 

Kenilcote, the home in Chatsworth Road of the 

Morecambe artist William Woodhouse.  Born in 

Morecambe, Woodhouse lived there or in 

Heysham all his life.  His paintings are of the 

highest quality, especially those of animal 

subjects, but because he never moved from 

this district they have never received the 

recognition they deserve.  (Have a look at ‘The 

Reaper’ in Lancaster City Museum to see the 

quality of his paintings.) 

The other buildings in Peter Wade’s talk were 

the Alhambra, on Marine Road, Morecambe, and 

Moss House Farm, off Regent Park Avenue.  

The Alhambra, by the architect Herbert 

Howarth, was originally a huge theatre, almost 

as big as the Victoria Pavilion (aka The Winter 

Gardens).  The location of the film The 

Entertainer, starring Laurence Olivier and Joan 

Plowright, it served as a cinema itself, and in 

recent years has housed a night club popular 

with students (The Carleton).   After a fire in 

1970 it was extensively remodelled, but 

otherwise it has been in almost continuous use. 

(on to page 3)  

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/users/rhc/books/index.htm
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/users/rhc/books/index.htm
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Lancaster Castle and the Reichstag 

 

               

     Lancaster Castle, all wrapped up (in 2016) The Bundestagsgebäude, Berlin, all wrapped up (in 1995)   
     [photo by Christo] 

 
 

In June 1995, the Reichstag building in Berlin was entirely wrapped in silvery fabric held in place by 

blue ropes (right-hand photo above).  This was an art project by Christo and Jean-Claude that had 

been many years in preparation.  The wrapping remained in place for two weeks. 

In late November 2016, the gate of Lancaster Castle was wrapped in a kind of white tarpaulin fabric.  

This wrapping was created by Manchester and Cheshire Construction Co Ltd, who have been appointed 

Principal Contractor for the project at the Castle. 

It may or may not be an artwork, but at least it shows that the restoration project at the Castle has 

restarted, after the former contractors were taken into administration.  It will be in place for more 

than two weeks. 

 

 

 (continues from page 2)   

Moss House Farm, now called Oldest Barn 

Mews, is one of the oldest buildings in 

Morecambe, but unfortunately it is hard to see 

because other buildings have been built against 

it. 

This interesting lecture illustrated nicely why 

Peter Wade’s walks around Morecambe are so 

highly regarded. 

 

 

Former industrial buildings on the 

Quay 

Two major quayside buildings are now 

unoccupied, and in danger of being demolished. 

One is the former St George’s Works, adjacent 

to Carlisle Bridge.  An early building in the 

Williamson oilcloth empire, this building has 

housed many small businesses over the years.  

Of very robust construction, with upper floors 

supported on cast-iron columns, it could have 

provided attractive space for loft accom-

modation.  Sound insulation between the floors 

would have been excellent.  But after the arson 

event on the east end of the building a few 

years ago, followed by demolition of several 

bays, the prospects for the building have not 

been looking good. 

It’s an irony that a photo of the building in its 

pre-arson state has featured recently on an 

advertising sign at Euston station.   

Lancaster and District Heritage Group recently 

proposed the building to Heritage England for 
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listing, but the proposal was swiftly turned 

down  -  not a surprise, given its condition. 

The other building is at the west end of the 

Quay, and is much less historic.  It appears to 

be in good condition, and could be converted 

for residential use. 

Nonetheless, it appears likely that both of 

these buildings will be demolished, leaving little 

evidence of the huge industrial activity of a 

century ago on the riverside. 

 

 

Updates on............. 

The Sun Square Improvement Plan –  

Civic Society members Jenny and Sue have 

started consultation on the proposals for 

making Sun Square more of a destination in its 

own right, with a meeting with City Council 

officers Julian Inman and Kate Smith.  The 

original Square Routes project which ran out of 

money before Sun Square could be reached has 

provided some plans for improvement which can 

be built on, and we have assurances that the 

City Council is supportive of the proposals and 

will do what they can to help, short of finding 

any money.  Local authority support and help in 

kind, however, always plays well with funders, 

so even non-monetary help has lots of worth. 

Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings – the Friends 

group is beginning to meet officials from 

Lancashire County Council to discuss what can 

be done to keep the Judges’ Lodgings open.  

The deadline of 31 December has been moved 

back to 1 April  –  still challenging but not 

necessarily impossible.  There is the 

outstanding difficulty that no funding body will 

give the Friends group money until the County 

Council makes a firm decision in the Friends’ 

favour  –  and in any case funding bids can 

sometimes take 9-12 months to process – but 

the Friends can start to put together bids and 

be in a position to hit the ground running when 

the County blows the whistle – or are these 

metaphors hopelessly mixed? 

Friends of Lancaster Judges’ Lodgings always 

welcome new supporters, especially (but not 

exclusively) those who have useful skills which 

can contribute to the realisation of the aim of 

keeping this historic and wonderful building 

open to the public.  If you would like to join the 

supporters’ group, please contact Sue Widden 

sue.widden@outlook.com for more details. 

 Sue Widden 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LA1 1YQ 

The Society’s web site can be found at www.lancastercivicsociety.org  

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the Data Protection Act 

Lancaster Civic Society is registered with Civic Voice and is a Registered Charity No 258434
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