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Forthcoming events:  

Wednesday 8 March 7.30 pm Town Hall: 

Bryan Rhodes, Consultant Surgeon, Royal 

Lancaster Infirmary: Lancaster’s Surgeons in 
the 19th Century  -  Bodysnatching, Gallows and 
the House of Recovery  

Friday 17 March 2.00 pm the Quaker 

Meeting House: The Future of Heritage in 
Lancaster - what are the prospects? This is a 

Regional Heritage Centre event  -  see details 

on back page of how to find out more and to 

register 

Wednesday 12 April 7.30 pm Town Hall: 

Andrew Trewhitt: The History and Geography 
of the Lancaster Canal 

Saturday 3 June: Summer Outing to 

Newcastle under Lyme and Whitmore Hall 

(booking form will be in the next newsletter) 

Wednesday 7 June: Summer Evening Walk 

Wednesday 14 June: Society AGM, 7.30 pm 

Town Hall, (Mark Cassidy to speak) 

Saturday 9/Sunday 10 September: Heritage 

Days 

 

Local Plan for Lancaster District 

The draft Local Plan for the District is 

currently out for consultation.  The 

consultation period runs to 24 March, so there 

is time to send your comments to the Council if 

you haven’t already done so (please also send a 

copy to the Civic Society committee, as soon as 

possible so that we can take account of your 

views in the Society’s own response). 

The documents can be viewed at 

http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/planning/planning-

policy/planning-policy-consultations , or if you 

don’t like reading large documents on screen 

there are drop-in events where you can talk to 

an actual person from the City Council  -  

Wednesday 8 March 12.30-3.30 at the Library 

in Market Square and Monday 13 March 3-7 pm 

at Lancaster House Hotel.  Alternatively, you 

can read the documents on paper during 

opening hours at the Town Halls in Lancaster 

and Morecambe. 

The plan sets out how land in the District is 

likely to be used over the next 14 years, to 

2031  -  which areas are to be used for new 

housing, which for agriculture, which for 

industry and commerce and so on.   

There are two major Development Plan 

documents.  The first (the Strategic Policies 

and Land Allocations DPD) sets out a spatial 

vision for the district, together with a suite of 

land allocations; the second (the Development 

Management DPD), proposes policies that will 

be used to determine planning applications. 

Five key strategic objectives are set out:  

1 to deliver a thriving local economy; 2 to 

provide housing in sufficient supply, quality and 

mix; 3 to protect the natural, historic and built 

environment of the District; 4 to provide the 

necessary infrastructure for all this; and 5 to 

deliver a safe and sustainable transport 

network.  

Some key features from a Civic Society point 

of view are  

 The plan recognises that Lancaster is and 

will continue to be the chief sub-regional 

centre; Morecambe/Heysham are 

subsidiary, and Carnforth likewise 

 The numbers for new dwellings proposed by 

Turley Associates are accepted, but with 

fewer dwellings per annum being built near 

the beginning of the plan period, and more 

towards the end 
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 There will be building in parts of the 

present Green Belt, for example north 

Lancaster (near the new Bay Gateway road). 

In the Society’s response to the draft Plan, we 

are likely to argue that the Green Belt should 

be preserved as far as possible.  There seems 

to be a widely-held desire to retain a green 

division between Galgate and Lancaster, for 

example.   

We may well also support the slow start to 

house-building in the District, since the Turley 

figures for local housing need seem very high 

and may prove to be unrealistic. 

The proposed Bailrigg Garden Village is part of 

the Plan.  The successful bid for the funding 

for the Garden Village explicitly set out that 

the housing should be of high quality, with ‘very 

firm design objectives and standards’, so this 

will be an excellent opportunity for Lancaster 

to take a step up in the architectural standards 

of its house-building.   

One obvious uncertainty in the Plan is over the 

achievement of objective 5, a safe and 

sustainable transport network.  Lancaster 

District’s road network took a step forward 

recently with the opening of the Bay Parkway 

(formerly the Heysham-M6 Link Road), which 

has removed most of the heavy goods traffic 

from Morecambe Road and has substantially 

cut delays on the route from the M6 to 

Morecambe and Heysham.  It has also taken a 

bit of traffic from the Lancaster gyratory 

system, but (as expected) only a little bit  -  

the delays there are still much the same.  As 

the Council sold land some years ago on what 

would seem to be the only possible route of a 

Lancaster inner relief road, traffic congestion 

is likely to be a continuing problem. 

Work is already in prospect to improve the 

situation at junctions, especially the A6 

crossing, where there have been a number of 

accidents.  

There is more work to be done, notably to 

upgrade the western end of the road to take 

traffic direct to Heysham port without using 

small suburban roads.  Transport in the District 

is the joint responsibility of the County and the 

City, with the County looking after the major 

roads.  Lancaster will need to think hard about 

its own plans for transport in the District, and 

to keep the pressure up on the County so that 

they can be achieved.  The Transport 

Masterplan, published in final form only in 

October 2016, looks to provide much improved 

public transport, including a rapid link from 

Lancaster University (and presumably Bailrigg 

Garden Village) all the way to Heysham, but 

this is unlikely to happen in the short or even 

the medium term. 

 

Meeting report  

The Archaeology of the Bay Gateway     
a talk on 11 January by Jeremy Bradley, of 
Oxford Archaeology North.   

Rural areas of north Lancashire have generally 

escaped archaeological excavation, unlike many 

towns and cities, but preparations for the new 

link road provided the opportunity to dig 

before the sites were developed.  Several sites 

were investigated along the length of the new 

road, but the site which provided most of the 

interesting history lies to the east of the A6 

at Slyne near to Beaumont Hall, just off Green 

Lane. 

The earliest date for this particular site dates 

from the Mesolithic period, which was broadly 

from 10,000 BC to 3,000 BC.  Flint found in the 

dig is not local, and may have originated in the 

Lake District.  Pits were found with stones and 

burnt organic material.  Indications from the 

pits and other finds indicate that there had 

been an early Neolithic house built on a terrace 

facing south-east, which is very unusual for 

this area.  

Evidence was found of life during the Bronze 

Age as well as the middle iron age 400-200 BC. 

Houses similar to this one have been found in 

Ireland as well as southern Scotland. Troughs 

to dry crops such as oats and barley and kilns 

to dry corn were in evidence because 

presumably of the damp climate. Howe Ghyll 

brook runs alongside this site and is still 

present, passing under the canal and on into the 

River Lune. 

Later green glaze pots found on the site were 

dated 14th-15th Century and were thought to 

have been made in Silverdale and Arnside. 
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St George’s Works 

St George’s Works  

Further to the article in the last newsletter, this building on the Quay was the subject of an appeal to 

DCMS by Lancaster District Heritage Group, with support from the Civic Society, against the refusal 

to list it.  The case for listing is, briefly, that it is an early example of a factory building specifically 

designed for manufacture of lino and oilcloth, and that it has, or had, a number of unique features.   

Unfortunately, the appeal was turned down. 

 

(continued from previous page) 

The site is very near to Beaumont Grange which 

was founded between 1180 and 1190 and was a 

crossing point for the monks travelling between 

Cumbria and the Abbeys in Yorkshire. The talk 

was illustrated by medieval prints showing the 

crops being harvested and other activities relating 

to the time span of the dig. 

Anne Stelfox 

 

Responses to planning applications 

16/01445/FUL  41 - 45 North Road (Lile Tool Shop) 

 

The Civic Society regrets the demise of one of 

Lancaster's few remaining distinctive and specialist  

retail outlets.  However, while the loss of a quaint 

building in a Lancaster vernacular style is saddening, the 

Civic Society has to accept that the property has 

deteriorated to the point where renovation would be 

extremely costly. 

With regard to the proposed replacement, we find the 

design is bland and in the now all-too-familiar pastiche 

which is disappointing, and represents another missed 

opportunity for a distinctive contribution to the street-

scape in this significant location in a conservation area.  

We recommend that the previous variation in heights be 

maintained by removing the proposed upper storey. This 

would result in a greater variety in the frontages and 

add some character alongside the sensitively 

refurbished Grade II listed warehouse alongside, which 

will otherwise be in danger of being out-faced  by the 

large ground floor windows in the retail units. 

The use of traditional building materials is to be 

welcomed as is the retention of a curved frontage on to 

North Road.  

In view of the significance of the ancient mill race 

running below the proposed development site, it is to be 

hoped that a careful archaeological record will kept as  

building work progresses. It has to be assumed that 

flood risks have been adequately assessed in view of the 

extensive damage sustained in that locality in December 

2015.  

We understand that this application has been 
withdrawn. 
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16/00847/FUL  Filter House, Scotforth Road.   

We have noted various amendments to internal layouts 

which have been submitted, but our underlying 

opposition to this development on the grounds of 

unsuitability of location remains. While far-reaching 

decisions are still to be reached regarding this section 

of the A6, including the proposed University Health 

Innovation Campus and the latest idea for a Bailrigg 

Garden Village, we recommend that the City Council 

temporarily suspend further consideration of this 

proposal.  

We understand that this application was successful. 
 
16/01412/OUT Wheatfield Street  

We welcome in principle the proposal to re-develop this 

redundant industrial site for residential use. It is 

already surrounded by one- and two-bedroomed units, 

well situated close to the city centre and all amenities.  

Proposed design and building materials should harmonise 

with existing structures. The use of a courtyard for 

off-street parking is an added bonus. The re-use of any 

existing masonry for facing material would be welcomed, 

and we recommend that the windows should be required 

to have lintels and sills to add architectural interest in 

a street that lies close to two conservation areas. 

 
16/01515/OUT Hala Carr Farm. 

We are seriously concerned at the size and density of 

this proposed development which will stand at an 

already busy traffic junction adjacent to the Fox and 

Goose public house.  Forty-two units would appear to be 

far too many for the space available and will result in 

plot sizes well below those in neighbouring Newlands and 

Bowerham Roads, as well as putting pressure on parking 

and the opportunities for green space and trees. 

Although the suggestion that 40% of the housing should 

be "affordable" is to be welcomed, this should not be at 

the expense of making a housing community that is 

congruent with its neighbours on the Newlands and 

Bowerham Roads for the future.  

Increased pressure on existing services and facilities 

will be acute, and we are concerned about the lack of 

corner shops or other public amenities.  

We understand that amendments have been  
proposed to this application. 
 

 

 
 

The Future of Heritage in Lancaster - what are the prospects?  

Friday 17 March 1.30-4.30 pm 

This special event, organised by the Regional Heritage Centre in collaboration with Lancaster Vision, will examine 

the challenges and opportunities that the heritage sector faces in Lancaster.  

We will hear from Marketing Lancashire and a community group that are hoping to take over the Judges' Lodgings 

from Lancashire County Council, and there will also be input from local politicians and heritage professionals. The 

event will include a panel discussion of questions posed from the audience during the refreshment break, with 
questions taken in writing in a 'Question Time' format. 

The venue is the Quaker Meeting House, and the fee for the event, including tea/coffee and biscuits, is £6.  Details 

are on the Lancaster University web site at 
http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/users/rhc/events/details/2017/Lancaster%20Heritage.html  
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