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LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
No. 129        May 2017  

________________________________________________________________ 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday 3 June: Summer outing to Newcastle under Lyme and Whitmore Hall (booking form 
herewith) 

Wednesday 7 June: Summer Evening Walk, 7.00 pm, Calder Vale (see the paragraph overleaf) 

Wednesday 14 June: Annual General Meeting of the Society, 7.30 pm, Town Hall (Mark Cassidy to 
speak; nomination form for officers and committee members herewith) 

Saturday 9/Sunday 10 September: Heritage Days 

 

 

CIVIC SOCIETY’S GOLDEN JUBILEE 
 

Lancaster Civic Society was founded in 1967, so this year 2017 sees our fiftieth birthday.  To mark this significant 
epoch, your committee has started three fiftieth-birthday initiatives. 

 

1 Shopfront Awards 

This new scheme to recognise excellent shopfronts in Lancaster is being run in collaboration with the Lancaster 
Business Improvement District  -  The BID.  In this first year of the scheme it will be limited to the Lancaster BID 
zone  -  in essence, the central shopping area of Lancaster within the gyratory road.  It may be extended more 
widely in future years.  The aim is to recognise excellent shopfronts whose overall appearance enhances the 
street, to encourage shops to make their frontages as attractive as possible, and to enhance the appearance and 
appeal of the town centre for visitors, customers and local residents. 

The shopfronts will be judged on their overall appearance, including maintenance and design, window displays, 
paintwork, absence of redundant wiring, overall cleanliness including entrances, minimum obstruction of the 
footway, and lack of weed growth.  The whole frontage with upper floors is to be included. 

Maybe there are some shopfronts in Lancaster centre that you particularly like and admire?  If so, do get in touch 
and tell us about them: we would welcome nominations for these awards from our members.  Send an email or 
letter to Peter Wiltshire (peter.wiltshire1@btinternet.com). 

 

2 Sun Square Improvement Plan 

A hidden gem between Market Street and Church Street, Sun Square is enhanced by the listed Music Room on 
one side, but it is somewhat spoilt by the ugly backs of the Market Street shops, and often by litter in the alleys.  
Improvement of the Square was one of the projects in the Square Routes programme, but unfortunately the 
money ran out before work on this part of the programme could get very far. 

We hope to be able to raise funds to continue the enhancement of the Square, possibly from the Heritage 
Lottery.  At present, we are engaged in consultations with businesses around the Square and their customers to 
find out how people would like to see the Square improved.  This should help to inform a Lottery Application. 
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3 Meeting of a group of Heritage Cities in the North of England 

Lancaster was recently designated one of England’s Heritage Cities, in large part thanks to efforts on the city’s 
behalf by Marketing Lancashire.  There are thirteen English Heritage Cities in total: in the north the others are 
Carlisle, Chester, Durham and York.  At least, there were thirteen the last time we looked, but since Lancaster 
joined, the list has got longer as more cities have been added (see the web site www.heritagecities.com). 

We invited representatives of the Civic Trusts of these four cities to come to Lancaster on Saturday 13 May, to 
discuss possible ways we might work together to promote the attractions of our cities.  (Unfortunately, the City 
of Durham Trust were unable to send anyone, but Carlisle, Chester and York Civic Trusts came to Lancaster.)  
Among the actions we could take are, for example: 

 Work with other Heritage Cities to lobby for changes to the National Planning Policy Framework, for 
example on student housing.  The ACT group of Civic Voice  (Alliance of Heritage Cities and Towns) is 
already active in this area, and we could join with them  

 Broaden what we offer to visitors beyond just heritage, trying to counteract the dominance of London and 
the south-east, and also increasingly of the so-called Northern Powerhouse: this is based around the ‘core 
cities’ Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield and Newcastle, but so far it doesn’t appear to offer much, if 
anything, to the rest of the region 

 Campaign for the Northern Heritage Cities to have a voice in the Northern Powerhouse 

We will report this meeting at more length in the next newsletter, in the autumn. 

 

 

SUMMER EVENING WALK, 7 June 2017  

I think - I hope  -  we are in for a treat.  Nelson Butler, aged 83, has lived in Calder Vale all his life and still 
works maintaining the churchyard. 
We are to meet him at 7.00 pm in the Primary School yard, where we can park, and he will show us 
round, or rather down, following the river to the village. 
The best way to Calder Vale is on the A6 to Galgate.  Then turn off for the Fleece at Dolphinholme.  Do 
not turn left for Dolphinholme but carry straight on to Oakenclough.  Go over the bridge by the Lappet 
Mill and drop down to the school yard.  Post code PR3 1SR. 
Please let me know if you can car share or need a lift – 382097. 
I look forward to seeing you there. 

Roger Frankland 

 

 

LOCAL PLAN 

The consultation on the Local Plan for Lancaster District to 2031 closed on 24 March.  As foreshadowed 
in the last newsletter, we sent a response to the City Council on behalf of Lancaster Vision and 
Lancaster Civic Society. 

The chief points we made were: 

 We welcomed the Local Plan, which proposes some decisions that are long overdue. 

 The Plan allocates land for a large number of new dwellings.  Local jobs will need to be available 
for the working-age residents in these new dwellings  -  a major effort will be needed to achieve 
this. 

 The Bailrigg Garden Village is planned to be a settlement ‘with its own distinct character’, with 
high-quality design, communal facilities and community green space.’  Such good design does 
not need to involve high cost, and we suggested that these qualities should be part of all new 
developments in the District.  

http://www.heritagecities.com/
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 Other councils in this country are finding creative ways to fund their own projects, e.g. to build 
much-needed social housing for local residents.  We suggested Lancaster City Council should be 
looking to do this too. 

 The good intentions laid out in the policies in the Local Plan could easily be frustrated by 
transport difficulties in this District.  Creative solutions to these problems are urgently needed. 

 

Our response was acknowledged and welcomed by Andrew Dobson, the City Council’s Head of 
Regeneration and Planning.  If members would like to see the full response, please contact Martin 
Widden (martin.widden@gmail.com)    

 
 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP 

Revised format for the newsletter 

Increasingly, people are tending to read communications, including this newsletter, on the screens of 
computers and smartphones.  The two-column format we have used for the Society’s newsletter for the 
past twenty years or so can be inconvenient to read on these small screens.  From this issue we have 
therefore moved to a single-column layout.  We hope everyone will find this easier to read. 

 

MORE ON COMMUNICATION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP 

Electronic communication 

In these days of instant messaging and communication, it is increasingly desirable to be able to consult 
our members quickly on important local issues.  It is impracticable to do this by post or telephone; email 
is so commonly used now that we would like to be able to communicate with members by email if at all 
possible.  We suspect that many members have email addresses, but we do not have records of the 
addresses for all our members. 

If you have an email address, please could you supply it to our Treasurer at 
treasurerlancastercivicsociety@gmail.com . 

The cost of printing and delivering the newsletter goes up and up.  We urge members to take their 
newsletters by electronic means if at all possible. 

 

 

LEGACY TO LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

Dr Margaret Bainbridge, a longstanding member of Lancaster Civic Society, died last year.  We were 
amazed to receive a letter telling us that she had left a substantial sum of money, some £22 thousand, 
to the Society.  The Society’s committee is considering how best to use this money in line with the 
Society’s aims and the requirements of the Charity Commission. 

 

 

MEETING REPORTS 

Lancaster’s Surgeons in the 19th Century: Body-Snatching, Gallows and the House of Recovery 

Lecture on 8 March by Bryan Rhodes , Consultant Surgeon , Royal Lancaster Infirmary. 

Lancaster had several early medical institutions, including a Leper Hospital during the medieval period.  
Before Henry VIII, the health of communities was usually looked after by monks, but this ended with 

mailto:martin.widden@gmail.com
mailto:treasurerlancastercivicsociety@gmail.com
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the dissolution of the monasteries.  The task then passed to barber surgeons, who included bone 
setting among their duties.  In 1740 the workhouse had some provision for the sick. 

Public health in Lancaster began around 1815 with a fever hospital and house of Recovery in Rose 
Street. This was supported by public subscribers to house people with diseases such as cholera and 
scarlet fever. 

Education of surgeons included dissecting corpses, which at that time were often supplied by the 
hanging of criminals.  As the centre of more hangings than anywhere else outside London, Lancaster 
was well placed for this.  But it seems this supply was not sufficient: in the years between 1800 and 1832 
bodysnatchers were at work to supply fresh corpses for dissection.  

The Anatomy Act of 1832 put an end to the practice of public dissection of criminals.  The Lancaster 
Medical Book Club was founded in that year, its purpose for local doctors to be able to read medical 
documents which were outside the reach of individuals because of their cost. 

Lancaster’s first infirmary, called Lancaster General Infirmary and House of Recovery, was started in 
1832/3 in Thurnham Street.  It served the people of Lancaster for over 60 years as the only medical 
institution in the city.  

Mr Rhodes has asked for support for a green Heritage Plaque on the building (now Balshaws Carpets) 
and has generously agreed to donate the fee for his talk to such a memorial. 

Anne Stelfox 

The History and Geography of Lancaster Canal Trust  

Lecture on April 12th by Richard Trevitt  

April’s meeting was an interesting and enjoyable talk by the civil engineer Richard Trevitt, former chair 
of the Lancaster Canal Trust. 

He provided a history of the canal from its design and engineering by John Rennie in the 1790s, 
including the magnificent stone aqueduct over the River Lune and the relatively recent reinforced 
concrete aqueduct over Caton Road.  The history of the canal is that of a transporter of coal, lime and 
people.  The intended route was from Wigan to Lancaster, and on to Kendal, but the Lune aqueduct 
proved so costly that there was not enough money left to build the aqueduct over the Ribble, and so 
unfortunately a tramway was all that was built to connect to this southernmost section.  The need to 
transfer loads between barges and tram trucks at Preston damaged the economics of the Canal.  For 
passengers, packet boats at 70 feet in length were pulled by two horses at 10 mph, the quickest way to 
travel from Preston to Kendal at 7 hours until the opening of the Preston-Lancaster-Carlisle railway in 
the 1840s. 

The speaker noted that south of Garstang small rivers are brooks, but north of that town they are becks.  
‘It’s official: the south begins at Garstang.’ 

Work completed through the help of The Lancaster Canal Trust, including restoration and renovation of 
the canal banks and bridges, has been awarded a red wheel from the Transport Trust. There are 150 
Grade 2 listed bridges on this section of the canal. 

The Trust does a great deal of work to support people to enjoy the canal and the wildlife around it. The 
future of the charity looks busy.  It continues to hope to reopen the northern reaches of the canal, so 
that boats might once again travel to Kendal! 

Gillian Sheath 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A CONDITION INSPECTOR of LOCAL WAR MEMORIALS? 
(message from Anna Wilson at Civic Voice)  -  FREE WORKSHOP on Tuesday 6 June 

It is over two years since the Prime Minister announced a national programme to survey and restore 
many of the country’s First World War memorials and about 18 months since the First World War 
Memorials Programme began.   
Since then, dozens of workshops have been held across the country to inspire action and encourage 
communities to save their local war memorial.  Did you know it is estimated that 10,000 war memorials 
are at risk?  Did you know that there is no complete database of all the country’s war memorials and 
their current condition?  We want to change this. 
Civic Voice, the national charity for the civic movement, would like to invite you and Lancaster Civic 
Society to a free workshop being held in Lancaster at the Quaker Meeting House on Tuesday, 6 June 
2017.  Come and find out more about the programme and how you can identify and record the 
condition of your local war memorials. From the workshop you will gain: ·  

  Background information about the programme  
· Training to undertake a simple condition survey.  
  Training on how to record survey results on the War Memorials Online website  
  Information about funding for war memorial repairs and conservation  
   A resource pack containing all the necessary information to get you started.  
   
For more details and to reserve your free place at the workshop visit 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-memorials-condition-survey-workshop-lancaster-tickets-
33207244763   or contact Civic Voice on 0151 707 4319 or email info@civicvoice.org.uk.  
 
I hope this email provides enough of an introduction to the programme in order for you and your 
members to consider getting involved.  It is a great opportunity to make a real and lasting difference to 
an important part of your local heritage.   If you require any further information please do not hesitate 
to contact me.  
   
Kind regards  -   
Anna Wilson, Senior Development Officer (War Memorials), Civic Voice  
60 Duke Street  
Liverpool       L1 5AA    Anna.wilson@civicvoice.org.uk   Tel: 0151 707 4319   Mob: 07788 268996 

 

 

DEATHS OF PAT AND MIKE QUINTON 

Pat and Mike Quinton were longstanding members of the Civic Society, and active pillars of local 
society more generally.  Mike was particularly interested in architecture  -  he led a U3A group on 
architecture for many years, and was an active member of the committee of the Civic Society, but he 
unfortunately died in November 2016. 

Pat was a very well-respected City councillor for many years, for the Liberal Democrats, and was always 
well-informed on planning matters.  She died after a short illness at St John’s Hospice on 28 February. 

Both Pat and Mike will be widely missed. 

 

This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LA1 1YQ 

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the Data Protection Act 

Lancaster Civic Society is registered with Civic Voice and is a Registered Charity No 2584

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-memorials-condition-survey-workshop-lancaster-tickets-33207244763
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/war-memorials-condition-survey-workshop-lancaster-tickets-33207244763
mailto:info@civicvoice.org.uk
mailto:Anna.wilson@civicvoice.org.uk
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