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1. Introduction and Purpose

1.1 Key Activity 10.3 of the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) 2003 called for the
development and implementation of a Regional Tourism Strategy and action plan aimed
at improving the region's tourism offer and its take up. The RES Action Plan stated that an
initial study would be undertaken "to establish the potential for identifying a small
number of historic towns and cities as strategic priorities for tourism infrastructure and
product development" (Major Action 10.3.5).
1.2 Taking forward this action, the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and
English Heritage jointly commissioned EDAW and Locum Consulting in October 2004 to
undertake the Historic Towns and Cities in England’s Northwest Study.
1.3 The project brief set out the purpose of the study “to identify a small number of towns
and cities within the Northwest of England as strategic priorities for long-term heritage
related tourism infrastructure and product development where these can stimulate
economic growth and deliver wider regeneration benefits”.
1.4 The study was based on the recognition that the historic environment can be an
important driver of economic growth. Whilst this relationship is typically thought of in
terms of the role of heritage in attracting tourism, it was important that the study
identified the wider role that the historic environment can play in supporting economic
development and regeneration.
1.5 The final report of the consultants was received in October 2005. It was issued to key
partners on 5 December 2005 and was made publicly available on the NWDA’s website.
It is intended that the report of the consultants should be read alongside this Position
Statement. During October and November 2006 a draft Position Statement on Historic
Towns and Cities was circulated for consultation. The NWDA and English Heritage have
carefully considered all comments received, and where appropriate, they have been
incorporated into this Position Statement.
1.6 The Position Statement has been prepared to set out the formal position of the NWDA
and English Heritage in relation to the consultants’ recommendations. It provides a basis
to inform the regional, sub-regional and local policy agendas and to guide future
investment decisions.
1.7 The NWDA and English Heritage are not making any financial commitments in
endorsing this Position Statement. Where there may be a funding requirement,
projects will be considered on a case by case basis in the context of RES Actions
and sub-regional priorities.
1.8 A further purpose of the study is to promote models of good practice that could be
adopted by other historic towns and cities in the region. The NWDA and English
Heritage believe that the approaches set out in the individual cases highlighted here
are ones that could usefully be applied elsewhere. In addition, there is potential for
the stakeholders in the places that are the focus of this study to share information
and good practice, as initiatives derived from this report are taken forward.
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2. Process

2.1 The consultants developed a list of 20 candidate towns and cities across the region. The
cities of Manchester and Liverpool were excluded from consideration given the extensive
range of initiatives underway. Similarly, the region’s coastal resorts were also excluded
from consideration given that they were the focus of the Agency-led New Vision for
Northwest Coastal Resorts (2003).
2.2 The list of candidate towns was submitted to the NWDA and English Heritage to consider
the suggested nominations and recommend any additional towns for consideration.
From this, 15 towns/cities were identified and the relevant local authorities were invited to
present the case for their identified town/city at a workshop event attended by subregional partnerships, tourist boards, county councils and other key partners.
Table 1 – the 15 local authorities who presented the case for the identification of their
town/city at the initial workshop event
Sub-Region

Town/City

Local Authority

Cheshire

Chester
Crewe
Northwich

Chester City Council
Crewe and Nantwich Borough Council
Vale Royal Borough Council

Cumbria

Barrow-in-Furness
Carlisle
Cockermouth

Barrow-in-Furness Borough Council
Carlisle City Council
Allerdale Borough Council

Greater Manchester

Bolton
Oldham
Stockport
Wigan

Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council
Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council
Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council

Lancashire

Blackburn
Lancaster
Preston

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Lancaster City Council
Preston City Council

Merseyside

Birkenhead
St Helens

Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council
St Helens Metropolitan Borough Council

2.3 Following the initial workshop event, the consultants employed a criteria-based assessment to
identify the 5 towns/cities which would be the focus of the study. The criteria related to heritage
assets, development potential and local conditions. Details of the criteria used and the assessment
are given in the consultants’ report (p9 and pp65-69).
2.4 The 5 towns/cities identified to be the focus of the study were:
• Chester
• Carlisle
• Bolton
• Lancaster
• Birkenhead
2.5 The next stage of the process involved holding a half-day workshop in each of the 5 identified
towns/cities. The workshop sessions were used to inform the development of a vision and the
identification of strategic development priorities required to realise the vision.
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3. Strategic context

Regional Economic Strategy 2006
The RES 2006 provides a supportive context for taking forward the recommendations of the
Historic Towns and Cities in England’s Northwest study. It recognises that “the Northwest’s
natural and built heritage assets contribute enormously to the quality of life in the region”, of
which its historic centres are prime examples (p45). Action 115 identifies the potential to
deliver sustainable growth through use of the region’s heritage environment and assets.
Transformational Action 55 seeks to capitalise on ongoing private investment around Chester,
Lancaster and Carlisle to build on the particular opportunities of these cities including the
development of a critical mass of knowledge based business. In addition, there exist a range
of actions and transformational actions within the RES 2006 which function in a
complementary way to provide a supportive context for the realisation of the study objectives.
These are detailed in the subsequent tables for the towns/cities.
Regional Spatial Strategy
The draft Regional Spatial Strategy provides a supportive policy context. It seeks to
encourage plans, strategies, proposals and schemes to deliver improved economic growth
and quality of life through sustainable tourism activity in the Northwest and identifies Chester,
Carlisle, Bolton, Lancaster and Birkenhead as a focus for heritage related tourism
development (Policy W6 – Tourism and the Visitor Economy).
English Heritage
‘The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future’ (DCMS, 2001) recognised the value of the
historic environment in regeneration and economic development. It called for policy-makers
to regard the historic environment as a catalyst for renewal, design, and development.
The importance of heritage as an economic driver
The consultants’ study recognised that the key rationale for investing in heritage in the
region’s towns and cities is that heritage provides the stimulus to economic activity.
The role of heritage in supporting economic development is most clearly definable in terms
of the visitor economy. Heritage tourism is a leading motivator of day trips in the UK. In 1999,
historic properties attracted 79 million visits and museums and galleries a further 77 million
visits1 . The UK Tourism Survey estimates that 14% of all domestic trips involve ‘heritage
sightseeing’, defined as visits to historic properties, churches and monuments. A further 7%
of trips were estimated to involve visits to museums, galleries and exhibitions.
The unique sense of place which historic towns and cities have supports the economy.
People value the sense of place which a historic built environment creates. Well maintained
historic centres prove attractive locations where a quality retail, leisure and food/drink offer
can develop.
Historic towns and cities typically rank highly in terms of quality of life and prove attractive
locations to live, work and invest. These factors combine to make them attractive locations for
the knowledge based and creative industries. Chester is an example – its high quality image
as an historic city is a key component in its economic success as a centre for the financial
and business services sector and as a high quality residential location.
1

Olding, S. (2000) ‘Funding Heritage’, Insights - the Tourism Marketing Intelligence Service, vol.12.
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4. Vision and strategic development priorities

4.1 The consultants undertook a SWOT analysis of each of the 5 identified towns and cities
and developed a vision for how each town/city could more fully realise its heritage
assets. A series of projects were identified which would support the realisation of the
vision – strategic development priorities and complementary projects. The strategic
development priorities were those projects which the consultants considered would
deliver the greatest impact. The complementary projects were those projects identified in
the workshop events as being possible enhancements of the heritage-based visitor offer.
4.2 The consultants’ recommendations for each of the five towns/ cities have been
considered very carefully. Carlisle, Chester and Lancaster are considered to have a good
strategic fit with the RES, particularly Transformational Action 55 and Action 115. The
Position Statement sets out the suggested response of the NWDA and English Heritage
in relation to each of the identified strategic development priorities and complementary
projects within these towns. In most cases, the NWDA and English Heritage consider
that the focus on the identified strategic development priorities is correct in terms of
delivering the greatest economic development and regeneration impact. The majority of
the complementary projects are not of strategic importance and are therefore more
appropriate for local authorities and other partners to consider. A number of the
complementary projects are however given support in this Position Statement where it is
considered they relate closely to the strategic development priorities.
4.3 With respect to Birkenhead and Bolton, there is a need for further discussion with the
respective local authorities. It is understood that circumstances have changed in
Birkenhead since the study was prepared, and a number of new projects are now being
proposed, which would benefit from a comprehensive approach. In relation to Bolton, it is
considered that the consultants’ vision and strategic development priorities require
further consideration. A response to the consultants’ detailed recommendations is not
therefore included in this document.
4.4 The maps prepared by the consultants which display the priorities spatially are included
at Annex A. The subsequent tables set out the formal position on each of the consultants’
recommended projects and the maps are included for the purposes of reference only.
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Carlisle
The consultants’ believe that Carlisle should capitalise on its medieval street plan to create
the ambience of a highly attractive heritage city. In the medium term, a key element of this
would be reducing the width of the Inner Ring Road and calming it and developing the Castle
for more visitor-oriented activity. Another key element would be the continued upgrading of
Tullie House as a hub location on Hadrian’s Wall.

Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
101 – Improve the
product associated with
the region’s tourism
‘signature projects’.

Agreed. A critical short
term priority which must
be addressed irrespective
of other proposals.
Cumbria County Council to
develop proposals in
partnership with Carlisle
City Council.

Strategic Development Priorities2
Reduce impact of inner
ring road

Reducing the impact of
the inner ring road
between city centre and
Castle by downgrading the
route following the
completion of the relief
road. New pedestrian
crossings should be
introduced, possibly
including a public space
which spans the road
between Castle Street and
the Castle area.

• Action 115 – Deliver
sustainable growth
through use of the
region’s heritage
environments and
assets – especially …
Carlisle.
• Transformational Action
119 – Invest in quality
public realm, green
space and
environmental quality
focused on … tourism
‘signature projects’.

Heritage/ Cathedral
Quarter

Development of a
Cathedral Quarter, mixing
ecclesiastical buildings
with new residential and
leisure activity. Use the
development to open up a
new route through to the
town walls on West Walls
from Castle Street.

• Transformational Action
55 – Develop plans to
capitalise on ongoing
private sector investment
around … Carlisle.
• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

2

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Cumbria Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.

Carlisle Renaissance to
refine boundary and
identify a wider Heritage
Quarter, taking into
account the consultants’
recommendation in
consultation with EH and
NWDA.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

This terminology is taken from the consultants’ report for ease of reference. It refers to projects which are considered to
be of strategic and regional significance

6

Carlisle
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Carlisle
Renaissance and Hadrian’s
Wall Management
Organisation also to
consider the improvement
and interpretation of
Hadrian’s Wall Path (the
wider role of Tullie House in
Carlisle’s cultural offer
should be recognised).

Strategic Development Priorities
Potential Hadrian’s Wall
hub

Enhancing the role of the
city in telling the story of
Hadrian’s Wall and acting
as a key hub, in particular
through further
development of Tullie
House.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.
Carlisle Castle

Development of the Castle
as a key destination with
improved visitor facilities.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.

Agreed. EH to consider
recommendation and
develop proposals in
partnership with NWDA.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

Public realm
enhancement –
Crescent and Court
Square

High quality public realm
enhancement of the
Crescent and Court Square
to provide a world class
environment on entering the
city by rail (and road from
the south).

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.
• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agreed. Cumbria County
Council and Carlisle City
Council to develop
proposals and funding
mechanisms in the context
of a wider public realm
strategy for Carlisle.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.
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Carlisle
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

Architectural lighting of city
walls and key buildings in
the city centre.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.

Agreed. Carlisle
Renaissance to consider
further.

Complementary Projects
Illumination of key
buildings

• Action 115 – see above.
West Walls gateway
point

Possible new park along
West Walls to enhance
setting of town walls and
provide attractive drop off
point for a potential park
and ride scheme.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agreed. Carlisle
Renaissance to consider
further.
Drop off point not
considered to be feasible.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Cumbria Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.

Reinterpretation of City
Gates

Reinterpretation of the City
Gates – English Gate, Irish
Gate and Scotch Gate –
through sculpture or public
realm improvements.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Scotch Gate
redevelopment

Potential redevelopment of
City Council offices as part
of a review of built form in
NE corner of the town
centre and roundabout to
form a ‘Scotch Gate
Masterplan’.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the historic
core of the city. Local
partners to consider further.

Enhancement of key
links

Enhancement of key links
within the town.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Encourage greater retailled animation

Encouragement of the use
of the main square as an
event location including
continuing and expanding
the Christmas Market.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.
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Chester
The consultants’ believe that Chester is the one city/town in the region that has the potential
to compete in the international league for small heritage cities of top-notch quality. This is
because of the quality and distinctiveness of its heritage, which is exceptional. However
Chester cannot afford to rest on its laurels. The major retail developments in Manchester and
Liverpool provide increasing competition. Some of its tourism infrastructure is looking a little
tired, and there are major parts of it that are not effectively utilised.
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
55 - Develop plans to
capitalise on ongoing
private sector investment
around … Chester.

Agreed. Sub-regional
partners to identify
potential projects for
discussion with funding
agencies, including HLF.

Strategic Development Priorities 2
Top quality cultural
infrastructure

A top quality cultural
infrastructure – this could
be visual and/or
performance arts, venue or
programme.

• Action 97 - Develop the
appeal, distinctiveness
and diversity of the ‘
Cultural Offer’ in the
Northwest.
• Transformational Action
101 – Improve the
product associated with
the region’s tourism
‘attack brands’.
• Action 115 – Deliver
sustainable growth
through use of the
region’s heritage
environments and
assets – especially …
Chester.
Culture Park

Development of the Culture
Park concept over perhaps
(in the short term, at least) a
more focused area, perhaps
covering the central area
and the riverfront to the
south of the centre.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.
• Action 97 – see above.
• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – Invest in quality
public realm, green
space and
environmental quality
focused on … tourism
‘attack brands’.

2

Sub-regional partners to
develop a prioritised
approach in light of the
consultants’
recommendations.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any inputs
to the preparation of
relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.

This terminology is taken from the consultants’ report for ease of reference. It refers to projects which are considered to
be of strategic and regional significance
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Chester
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Sub-regional
partners to develop
proposal for potential
national HLF funding, and
consider the feasibility of a
world class public space.

Strategic Development Priorities
Castle mixed use
development

Mixed use development of
the Castle with the creation
of a ‘world class’ public
space in the forecourt to act
as an events location for
Chester.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Reduce impact of inner
ring road

Roman Amphitheatre

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

Explore the potential to
reduce the impact of the
inner ring road on sensitive
sites and key attractions
such as the Castle,
Amphitheatre and waterside
area. In particular review the
possibility of closing or
severely restricting traffic
access along Union
St/Vicars Lane to improve
the setting of the Roman
Amphitheatre and improve
pedestrian links to this from
the centre.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.

• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Cheshire Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.

Innovative thinking on how
to present the Roman
Amphitheatre. A radical idea
would be to build a modern
amphitheatre over the
remains with the remains
displayed and interpreted
below.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Sub-regional
partners to develop
proposals and explore
funding.

• Action 115 – see above.

• Action 97 – see above.
• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Action 120 –
Understand the
economic case for, and
promote, good design
ensuring project
developers and
managers provide
strong client leadership.

Agreed. Cheshire County
Council to consider in
partnership with Chester
City Council.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.
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Chester
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Cheshire County
Council and Chester City
Council to develop
proposals and funding
mechanisms.

Strategic Development Priorities
Retail core - public realm
improvements

General improvement of
public realm quality and
maintenance within the
centre, routes to include
Northgate St, Bridge St,
Grosvenor St,
Watergate/Watergate St and
St Werburgh St.

• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Rail Gateway

Refurbishment/redevelopm
ent of the main train station
to create a high quality
gateway to the City.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.
• Transformational Action
101 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Cheshire Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.
Agreed. Sub-regional
partners to develop funding
proposals.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Cheshire Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies

Complementary Projects
Thematic Gateways

The creation of thematic
gateways to the city’s offer –
Roman, Norman, Medieval
and Victorian – using key
assets from these periods
to attract visitors then
signposting other assets
from these periods around
the city.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.
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Chester
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

Complementary Projects
Visitor centres for key
attractions

The development of visitor
centres for key attractions,
probably connected with
the Gateway approach
above, such as the Rows,
the City Walls and the
Amphitheatre/Archaeology
activity.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Enhancement of key
routes

The enhancement of key
routes from the main train
station to the centre – Brook
Street and City
Road/Foregate/Eastgate.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Review of built form
between station and city
centre

Review of built form
between station and city
centre to include the
planned redevelopment of
Gorse Stacks.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Improve Castle / coach
park link

Improved links from the
coach park to the Norman
Castle.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Designate key event
spaces

The designation of key
event spaces, encouraging
year-round use to animate
the City’s street life and
strengthen its cultural offer.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.
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Chester

Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

Complementary Projects
Chain of public art
projects

A chain of public art
projects which raise the
profile of Chester as a
centre for contemporary art
of an international standing.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Distinctive niche retail
offer

Encouragement of a
distinctive niche retail offer
within a defined quarter
adjacent to the Cathedral.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.
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Lancaster
The consultants’ vision for Lancaster is to build on its Georgian heritage to position itself as
the ‘Bath of the North’. The quality and style of the Georgian heritage should be used as a
backdrop to a stylish and distinctive retail and leisure activity.

Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

In the short term, work
within the existing
constraints to make more of
the Castle’s potential
through events and
interpretation. Undertake an
assessment of the potential
for internal reconfiguration
so that the areas of most
significant interest are
publicly accessible. Ideally
this would involve relocating
the visitor entrance to the
Gatehouse. In the long
term, find a publicly
accessible use for the
Castle.

• Action 115 – Deliver
sustainable growth
through use of the
region’s heritage
environments and
assets – especially …
Lancaster.

Lancaster Vision to develop
any proposals in
consultation with the Duchy
of Lancaster, and other
interested parties.

Reduce the severance
impact of traffic on the A6
loop through the city centre.
This could include
pedestrian priority
measures at key junctions
such as Market Street and
Church Street.

• Action 115 – see above.

Agreed. Lancashire County
Council to develop
proposals in partnership
with Lancaster City Council.

Enhancement of Church
Street through
pedestrianisation and the
application of ‘world class’
public realm improvements.

• Transformational Action
55 - Develop plans to
capitalise on ongoing
private sector
investment around …
Lancaster.

Strategic Development Priorities 2
Lancaster Castle

Reduce severance
impact of A6 loop

Enhancement of Church
Street

• Transformational Action
119 – Invest in quality
public realm, green
space and
environmental quality
focused on tourism
key arrival points.

• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

2

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Lancashire Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.
Agreed. Lancashire County
Council and Lancaster City
Council to develop
proposals and funding
mechanisms.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of the
Lancashire Local Transport
Plan, relevant Local
Development Documents
and other strategies.

This terminology is taken from the consultants’ report for ease of reference. It refers to projects which are considered to
be of strategic and regional significance
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Lancaster
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision
and sub-regional partners
to develop.

Strategic Development Priorities
Celebrate the ‘Georgian
Gem’ theme

Marketing of the ‘Georgian
Gem’ theme.

• Action 115 – see above.
Castle Quarter park /
event space

St George’s Quay
enhancement

Canalside
redevelopment

The creation of a new park
for the city centre as part of
the Castle Quarter,
combining Vicarage Fields
with the adjacent sports
ground to connect the
Castle and Priory with St
George’s Quay.

• Action 115 – see above.

Public realm improvements
along the riverfront at St
George’s Quay,
encouraging more active
ground floor uses and
integrating with the
Luneside urban village.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

Review development
opportunities in canalside
locations to use the canal
as a connecting rather than
dividing element within the
City Centre. New uses
could include waterside
apartments, hotels,
restaurants and bars.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision to
develop proposals in
partnership with Lancaster
City Council.

• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision to
develop proposals in
partnership with Lancaster
City Council. NWDA and EH
to consider.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

• Action 115 – see above.

• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision to
develop proposals in
partnership with Lancashire
County Council.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

15

Lancaster
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

Strategic Development Priorities
Review of built form –
Moor Lane area

Review of built form and
new development of the
highest modern
architectural quality within
the city centre expansion
area to form the anchor
point to both the new
Canalside Quarter and the
city’s retail core.

Enhancement of Market
Street

The enhancement of the
square on Market Street in a
similar style to Church
Street.

Recommendation not clear.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.
• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agreed. Lancashire County
Council and Lancaster City
Council to develop
proposals and funding
mechanisms.
NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

Complementary Projects
Development of
Luneside urban village

The development of the
Luneside urban village to
extend and enhance the
offer of the Quayside,
carrying on the waterside
route. High quality new
development and
refurbishment of historic
buildings can provide new
mixed-use accommodation,
increasing the waterside
activity through new cafes
and restaurants.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision to
consider further.

• Action 115 – see above.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

• Transformational Action
119 – see above.
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Lancaster
Project

Consultants’
recommendation

RES support

NWDA and EH response

Refurbishment of the listed
Storey’s Institute to create a
quality cultural facility and
strengthen the visitor offer of
the Castle Quarter.

• Transformational Action
55 – see above.

Agreed. Lancaster Vision to
consider further.

• Action 97 – Develop the
appeal, distinctiveness
and diversity of the
‘Cultural Offer’ in the
Northwest.

NWDA and EH to inform
policy through any input to
the preparation of relevant
Local Development
Documents and other
strategies.

Complementary Projects
Refurbishment of
Storey’s Institute

• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.
Castle Quarter park visitor facilities

The development of pavilion
structures within the new
park could provide a
purpose built modern visitor
centre for the Priory, Castle
and Roman Fort.

• Action 115 – see above.
• Transformational Action
119 – see above.

Agree. This should form an
integral part of the creation
of the Castle Quarter park /
event space – see above.

Enhance Castle Quarter
/ rail station links

Improved links from Castle
Quarter to train station.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Public realm
enhancement along key
routes

Public realm enhancement
along key routes in the
‘Georgian Quarter’ – King
Street, Market Street and
Penny Street.

Not considered to be of
strategic importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Enhance St George’s
Quay / city centre links

Improved links from St
George’s Quay back to city
centre.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.

Develop Park & Ride link

Possible development of a
park & ride link which can
double as a tourist public
transport link with
Williamson Park.

Not considered to be of
strategic regional
importance to the
realisation of the vision.
Local partners to consider
further.
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Annex A: Consultants’ Spatial Priorities Maps

The following maps were prepared by the consultants to display the vision and strategic
development priorities spatially.
They are included for the purposes of reference only.

Carlisle
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Annex A: Consultants’ Spatial Priorities Maps

Chester
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Lancaster

21

This document can be made available in large print, braille,
Bengali, Chinese, Gujarati, Somali, Urdu and Hindi.
Please contact the Marketing Department on 01925 400 100.

The Northwest Regional Development Agency
PO Box 37
Renaissance House
Centre Park
Warrington WA1 1XB
Tel: +44 (0)1925 400 100
Fax: +44 (0)1925 400 400

www.nwda.co.uk
www.englandsnorthwest.com
www.visitenglandsnorthwest.com

English Heritage
North West Region
Canada House
3 Chepstow Street
Manchester, M1 5FW
Tel: +44 (0)161 242 1400
Fax: +44 (0)161 242 1401
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