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LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER 
No. 130        September 2017  

________________________________________________________________ 

 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2017-18 

The Society’s programme card for the year is enclosed with this newsletter.  Here you will find all the events 
planned for the whole season; but just to whet your appetite, the events planned for the remaining months 
of 2017 are listed below: 

Wednesday 11 October 7.30 pm:  Does the honeybee have a future?  -  Fred Ayres, chairman, Lune Valley 

Community Beekeepers 

Wednesday 15 November 7.30 pm:  Once abandoned: Lancaster Moor Hospital  -  Peter Costello, Specialist 

Photographer   [please correct the date of this lecture in your programme card: it’s Wednesday 15 

November, not the 14th] 

Wednesday 13 December 7.30 pm: Christmas Social Evening  -   our usual festive gathering, including 

refreshments 

(all the above at Lancaster Town Hall  -  enter by the front door, facing on to Dalton Square) 
 

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY (not organised by the Civic Society) 

Tuesday 17 October 4.30 for 5.00 pm at The Storey:   Garden Villages  -  a Landscape Architect’s Approach     
-  a talk by two local landscape architects, promoted by Lancaster City Council and Lancaster & Westmorland 
Society of Architects (LAWSA).  Space is limited, so please email inspireinvite@lancaster.gov.uk by Monday 9 
October to book your place. 

Monday 23 October 6.00 for 6.30 pm at RLI Education Centre: the Sir Richard Owen lecture: A Strange 

New Art  -  Plastic Surgery and the World Wars, a talk by Mr Brian Morgan (information communicated to us 
by Bryan Rhodes, a speaker in last year’s programme of the Civic Society)  Please email Bryan Rhodes if you 
plan to attend  -  mrbrhodes1@gmail.com . 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE GARDEN CITY MOVEMENT  -  at the Society’s AGM, held on Wednesday 14 June 

at the Town Hall, Mark Cassidy, Planning Manager at the Regeneration and Planning Service, Lancaster City 

Council, gave a brief history of the Garden City movement.  A summary is given below: 

Garden Cities 

The idea of a Garden City was first mooted in the 1898 book To-Morrow: A Peaceful Path to Real Reform by 

Ebenezer Howard, which had been influenced by the development of the model industrial 'villages' at Port 

Sunlight and Bournville.  Howard’s intention was to incorporate the benefits of both urban and rural living.  

Letchworth was the first town to be developed on these principles (1902), followed by Welwyn Garden City 
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(1920).  The movement spread internationally and was influential in the development of cities such as 

Canberra and New Delhi.  

After the Second World War, the 1946 New Towns Act led to a series of new developments, starting with 

Stevenage and concluding with Milton Keynes.  These towns covered a bigger land area and were much 

more dependent on cars.  Some of the early new town centres have become tired and outdated, but 

governments have continued to be impressed by Milton Keynes' economic success, which has led to some 

planning for 'ecotowns', the most notable example being Ebbsfleet.  Unfortunately, muddled planning 

hindered the development of garden city principles at Ebbsfleet, which looks like a missed opportunity. 

Garden Villages 

Thirteen Garden Villages are planned nationally.  As members will know, the City Council's bid for Bailrigg 

Garden Village was accepted by government in January 2017.  The process of land allocation will have to go 

through the local planning arrangements. 

Builders are keen on the epithet 'garden', because it increases the attractiveness to potential house 

purchasers, but there are issues which could hamper their development.  Chief amongst these are possible 

problems over governance, because a development corporation will not be established, and councils will 

lack sufficient resources to be able to take a more long-term view. 

Mark Cassidy welcomes the Garden Village concept, because of the generosity of space and the planned 

infra-structure.  He would like to see a holistic concept developed; the council has agreed that the project 

will be landscape-led.  The presence and involvement of the university are big advantages, especially the 

proximity of its Health Innovation Campus, the first phase of which is under way (the five-storey research 

facility).  Mark believes it should be possible to develop a much improved transport infrastructure, including 

a rapid transit bus service, a cycle express route and re-design of junction 33 of the M6 to by-pass Galgate. 

Will Gale 

 

HERITAGE DAYS   9/10 September 2017  -  Lancaster's First Railway Station 

This is the 23rd year that Lancaster Civic Society has successfully opened a previously-unvisited building. 

Springville House, on Ashton Road, is a slice of railway and social history.  It was built in the style of a 

Gentleman's Residence, with a handsome portico of four ionic columns.  As the terminus of the Lancaster to 

Preston Junction Railway, it was, for the first six years of its existence, known as Penny Street Station.  The 

line was incorporated into what is now the West Coast main line, leaving the station, engine shed and 

sidings redundant.  Springville House was sold to be a private house and then a manse.  In the 1930s the 

hospital incorporated the station buildings into a substantial nurses’ home.  Since 1986 the NHS has 

disposed of nurses homes and in Lancaster the rooms have been turned into NHS administration offices. 

The history of the railway station has been written up by Andrew White1. 

The visitors provided us with lots of interesting recollections.  A man brought up in South Road 

remembered watching "puffing Billy" shunters, where the Hospital car park is now.  Another told me the 

deeds of his South Road house prohibit him from "opening a Railway Station".  Apparently the raised 

                                                           
1 Andrew White: The Lancaster and Preston Junction Railway 1836-1849,Scriptorium Publications 2016, ISBN 978-0-

9935961-0-0 
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banking behind the Car Park Pay Station was a platform that received wounded WW1 soldiers for treatment 

in the Bingham Ward.  We were entertained by a number of nurses who recounted tales of the Nurses 

Home and the lady who ran it with a rod of iron and was feared by all ranks of Nurses and doctors. 

We are grateful for the help and support of Tristram Reynolds, the Assistant Director of Estates and 

Facilities, who gave up his weekend and worked very hard to expose the overgrown facade of the 

handsome building.  Thanks also to the 34 Civic Society members who helped to welcome the 320 members 

of the public who visited over the two Heritage Days.   

Roger Frankland 

 

NORTH LANCS EXPO 

In response to an invitation from the Chamber, Lancaster Vision/Lancaster Civic Society took a stand at the 

first-ever North Lancs Expo, held at Lancaster Brewery (formerly Hornsea Pottery) on 24-25 September. 

 

 

The Expo marquees set up beside The Brewery in Lancaster Leisure Park were an impressive sight, with an 

interior as colourful and varied as a mediaeval market place.  There were 100 stands, each with its own 

corporate colours and logos, leaflets and fliers, with the stall holders jostling for attention and trying to 



4 

 

capture the eye of the passer-by who might turn out to be a future valuable customer or contact.  Most of 

the stands offered freebies, especially on the Sunday, the family day, when the freebies seemed to consist 

of limitless sweets and other unhealthy attractions.  (Our own stand is shown in the photo on the previous 

page, with stand assistants Brenda Harding, Hilary Jones and Jacqueline Stamper in conversation with a 

visitor.) 

We felt proud of the Lancaster Civic Society/Lancaster Vision stand with its newly-acquired pull-up banner, 

corporate tablecloth on the stall and display panels setting out our aims and achievements in words and 

pictures.  These are assets which can be used to promote the organisation at a range of events in the future.  

We felt we managed to look both professional and relevant, and we were able to offer the public leaflets 

with information about both the Civic Society and Lancaster Vision, others showing the work of the Civic 

Society with the forthcoming programme, and plenty of opportunity to discuss what we do with the public.   

We felt we had taken part in a very successful event  –  the Chamber of Commerce had worked extremely 

hard to achieve this  –  and that our group had its own successes.  We had almost 100 interested people stop 

at the stand over the course of the event, with only a fraction fewer on the Business-to-Business day (the 

Monday) than on the family day.  We also offered people the chance to keep in touch with us through our 

newsletter sent via email, and over 20 took us up on that.  We hope that some of these will be future 

members. 

We have to thank all the volunteers from within the Society who gave their time and skills to making our 

stand a success.  Having done this once, we look forward to the promise of another Expo next year. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

PROGRESS ON THE SUN SQUARE PROJECT 

The responses of the Sun Square/Sun Street traders have been collected and analysed for a report.  We 

received eight responses altogether, and some common themes quickly developed, such as better access, 

better maintenance and improved general amenity. 

Access from Market Street through the Music Room Passage is very difficult for wheelchair users, people 

wheeling pushchairs and people with limited mobility.  The existing difficulties are compounded by cars and 

vans parking in the area to the extent that the whole of the approach to the Square is blocked.  Parking 

behind Market Street premises could be restricted with perhaps restricted delivery times.  Signage to the 

area from the main access points needs improvement. 

Better general maintenance would improve the paving in Sun Square which is uneven and becomes very 

slippery.  There were also calls for more regular street cleaning and rubbish collection. 

The general amenity of the area could be improved with more seating, more attention paid to the flowering 

baskets and the trees which need pruning, and less obtrusive extractor fans issuing onto Sun Square  -  

some of those coming from restaurants in Market Street and China Street blow unpleasant cooking smells 

straight into the Square.  

Some large scale changes were suggested such as a mural on the blank wall beside the Music Rooms, and 

the installation of electric power points for gigs, and an outdoor awning cartridge attached to that wall 

which would provide shelter for performing groups. 
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Everyone was in favour of more events in the Square, including regular music events, craft and food 

festivals and more performing arts events. 

Several of the issues raised, especially those relating to better maintenance in general, can be referred to 

the City Council for a response.  Other ideas could be the subject of funding bids. 

The next stages in the project are consultation with the wider public and a feedback meeting with the 

traders to discuss the report, including officers from the City Council, and representatives of the Civic 

Society and Lancaster BID. 

Jenny Eaden and Sue Widden 

 

LEGACY TO LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

In the last newsletter, there was a brief mention of the generous legacy of some £22 thousand to the 

Society from Dr Margaret Bainbridge, noting that the Society’s committee was considering how best to use 

the money in line with the Society’s aims and the requirements of the Charity Commission. 

Listed below are some of the ideas that have come up so far.  If you have comments on any of these 

possible ways of using this money, or would like to put forward other suggestions, do please email or write 

to any member of the committee. 

• Commission a piece of public art, e.g. a sculpture or a mosaic 

• Refurbish the Heritage plaques that have been installed around the City and District 

• Start an annual lecture series  -  the Bainbridge lecture  -   by an eminent speaker each year 

• Employ someone (on a part-time basis) to raise the profile of the Society, for example via social 

media 

• Set up a schools award scheme, as promoted in York by York Civic Trust 

 

You might like to consider whether it would be better to spend the money on a physical project (e.g. 

improving Sun Square), or to set up a continuing scheme such as the schools award scheme suggested in 

the list above, remembering that, whilst £22 thousand is a generous amount from the will of just one 

member, it wouldn’t be sufficient to do more pump-prime a fraction of a major physical project. 
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