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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday 13 December, 7.30 pm: Christmas Social Evening  -  our usual festive gathering, including 
refreshments 

Sunday 7 January 2018: Ugly Walk: the 2018 Ugly Walk will start outside St Joseph’s Church Skerton at 
10 am and we will aim, weather permitting, to cover the Vale Estate.  Please bring your camera. 

Wednesday 10 January 7.30 pm: Lancaster & Preston Junction Railway in the 1830s  -  Andrew White,   -  
local historian and former curator of Lancaster City Museum 

Wednesday 14 February 7.30 pm: The Development of the Duchy of Lancaster and the Palatinate of 
Lancaster  -  Mike Derbyshire, successively scientist, bureaucrat, historian 

Wednesday 14 March 7.30 pm: A Short History of Tall Buildings  -  Peter Wiltshire, former building 
contractor; now amateur architectural commentator  

(All the above, apart from the Ugly Walk on 7 January, will take place at Lancaster Town Hall  -  enter by 
the front door, facing on to Dalton Square) 

 

 

SHOP-FRONT AWARDS 

One of our initiatives to mark the 50th anniversary of the foundation of Lancaster Civic Society was to set 

up awards for shop fronts in the centre of Lancaster (the scheme may be extended more widely in future).  

We have worked with the Lancaster BID (Business Improvement District) to do this.  The chief criterion for 

the Awards was that the business premises should make a positive contribution to the streetscape; this 

was to include maintenance of the shopfront, and keeping the pavement outside clear and clean. 

The first awards under this scheme were presented at a ceremony held at The Borough on 7 November.  

There were three categories: retail, hospitality, and commercial.  The winners were: 

 Retail:   Paper Gallery, Upper Market Street 

 Hospitality:   The Radish, New Street 

 Commercial:  37 Sun Street 

The judging team highlighted that in all three categories it had been a difficult task deciding on a single 

winner, because there were a number of businesses that had set a very high standard.  It was encouraging 

that all three winners were local small businesses, many of which clearly want to keep up a good 

appearance both for sound commercial reasons and because they are fond of Lancaster.  Many thanks to 

Tom Fyson and the team at Lancaster BID, and to Peter Wiltshire of Lancaster Civic Society, for all their 

work on this new scheme.  

  

 

 



FLOODING 

In this District, heavy rains have become a regular feature of life in late November and early December: 

witness the three days of power cuts following Storm Desmond in December 2015, and the floods in 

Galgate, Halton and other parts of the District on 22-23 November this year.  It’s our misfortune that 

successions of weather fronts have passed over our district in recent autumns, shedding much of their 

moisture content on the land as they did so.  

This new regular weather pattern appears to be associated with climate change, a world-wide problem 

which much too little is being done to avert. 

For more on the flooding that occurred on 23 November this year, readers might like to turn to the web 

site Virtual Lancaster, where there is what seems a balanced and objective article on the subject at 

https://virtual-lancaster.net/news-story/lancaster-area-flooding-no-more-building-fields-until-you-sort-

out-say-residents.  Indeed, the Virtual Lancaster site is a very useful source of local information and 

appears to be a model of sanity in these days of fake news. 

 

 

NEW HON TREASURER OF THE CIVIC SOCIETY 

In October we sent a direct email to all members for whom we have email addresses (which is the 

majority) asking for volunteers for the role of Treasurer of the Civic Society.  On previous occasions such 

pleas have produced a deafening silence, but this email delivered two volunteers from among the 

membership.  It seems email is a much more effective way of doing this than putting a little note in the 

newsletter  -  or perhaps it was the persuasive words of Liz Feather, the outgoing Treasurer, that did the 

trick. 

We are very pleased to welcome Pat Chamberlain to the Treasurer role.  Should you need to contact Pat, 

to pay your subscriptions for example, her email address is pchamberlain15@yahoo.com , and her postal 

address is    Mrs P. Chamberlain, 60 Lythe Fell Avenue, Halton, Lancaster LA2 6NL. 

 

PAYMENT OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions to the Civic Society were due for payment on 1 October, and although most members have 

paid punctually, many by banker’s order, a small number have still not paid.  If you are among these few, 

please do make your payment as soon as possible.  A membership application form and details of the 

rates are on the Society’s web site at http://www.lancastercivicsociety.org/.  

 

REPORTS ON EVENING LECTURES 

11 October 2017  Do UK Bees Have a Future?  -  Fred Ayres, Chairman, Lune Valley Community 

Beekeepers 

We are probably all aware that plants need to be pollinated if they are to fruit, and they depend heavily on 

bees to ensure this happens, so we all need bees if we are to have food to eat.  But bees have had a hard 

time in the past twenty years or so, with the introduction of F1 hybrid plants (which do not produce 

nectar), and neonicotinoid pesticides (which damage bees’ homing sense and make male bees infertile).  

https://virtual-lancaster.net/news-story/lancaster-area-flooding-no-more-building-fields-until-you-sort-out-say-residents
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And then there is varroa, a parasitic mite that attacks honey bees, which has now spread to almost all 

countries of the world (although not yet to the Isle of Man apparently).  In consequence of these things, 

the UK honeybee population has been declining every year since 1990, but it is at least partially 

maintained by importing bees from elsewhere. 

To support bees, we can all grow plants that bees like in our gardens  -  although as their favourites are 

dandelion and Himalayan balsam many of us will be reluctant to encourage them.  But there are other 

options.  One is to have wildlife corridors round the edges of fields: farmers are funded by DEFRA to do 

this, but the take-up is poor.  Another is pollinator patches: there is one of these near the old station in 

Caton.  The local bee site is at Nazareth House, just off Aldcliffe Road. 

We were left feeling that, although bees are threatened by a number pests and diseases, they have an 

army of friends the world over, who will do their best to keep them going. 

15 November 2017  -  Once Abandoned: Lancaster Moor Hospital  -  Peter Costello, specialist 

photographer 

Lancaster Moor Hospital was originally the Lancaster County Lunatic Asylum and Mental Hospital.  The 

buildings are mostly splendid.  The aim, at least latterly, was to care for the patients, not to incarcerate 

them.  The hospital was closed in the year 2000.  Parts of it have been demolished, but some has been 

converted into splendid apartments.   

Peter Costello specialises in making a photographic record of such abandoned buildings, ideally before all 

the equipment and furniture have been removed.  He managed to photograph the inside of the Moor 

Hospital fairly comprehensively before conversion began  -  and a rather depressing sight it is, or at any 

rate was.  It was clear from the photographs that the hospital was literally abandoned: equipment was still 

there, years after the hospital closed, and although dusty it looked as if it would work if someone plugged 

it in. 

 

 

LEGACY TO LANCASTER CIVIC SOCIETY 

Many thanks to the (small number of) members who sent us their views on how the money left to the 

Society by Margaret Bainbridge should be used.  At present we are concentrating on the following 

proposals: 

 An annual lecture, to be called the Bainbridge Lecture, on subjects close to Margaret Bainbridge’s own 

interests.  She was born in Barrow, and the topic of her historical research was the career of the Abram, a 

ship built in Barrow which towards the end of its career operated as a whaler. 

 A schools award scheme.  Briefly, the aim of this would be to raise schoolchildren’s awareness of the 

built environment through project or similar work.  We are setting up a sub-group to take this forward. 

 Raising the profile of the Society  -  see the next item.  

 

  



INFORMATION AT TOURIST SITES IN THIS DISTRICT 

We have all seen the information boards at tourist sites around the City, for example at the Roman baths, 

at the Castle etc.  These are generally nicely produced and the information is useful, but it is difficult and 

expensive to keep the information up to date, and the boards are subject to decay through the action of 

the weather and through vandalism.  An alternative would be to provide QR codes at key locations 

throughout the City, with links to the relevant web site for each location.  Visitors could then scan the 

codes with their phones, and possibly link to the appropriate tour guide.  It would be relatively easy and 

cheap to keep these guides up to date. 

This idea came up at a recent conversation between Roger Frankland, Martin Widden and Rebecca 

Samuels.  Rebecca operates locally as a Virtual Assistant, i.e. one who works mostly on-line rather than 

being present in person.  We hope to pursue the above idea.  A number of other ideas were discussed, and 

we may be pursuing some of them too in due course, possibly continuing to work with Rebecca. 

 

LIME PLASTERING COURSE 

“A View for Eric” is a Lancaster City Council initiative to upgrade Morecambe’s seafront properties. 

Heritage Lottery money was obtained and a condition of the grant was that there was community 

involvement.  Imaginatively the City Council offered a series of free courses on building-related subjects 

to the public.  They were all heavily subscribed and I was lucky to get a place on the Lime Plastering 

course. 

Lime plastering is the use of lime and sand instead of cement and sand, and if your house was built 

before 1919 then the builders will have used lime rather than cement. The Romans used lime mortar, 

and look how well Hadrian’s Wall has lasted.  Whilst cement sets quickly like a rock, lime sets slowly and 

remains flexible for days, if kept moist. 

In our damp northern climate, it is essential to acknowledge the water content in the atmosphere.  Lime 

allows walls to “breathe” and not retain the moisture.  If you apply a skin of cement to a stone wall it will 

trap the moisture behind the cement and eventually damage the stone. 

Lime is limestone heated until it becomes a white powder.  In Cumbria you can see the old lime kilns 

dotted on the fells.  When water is added or the lime is “slaked”, it reacts and the bucket you slake it in 

boils, bubbles and becomes red hot.  If you mix lime with damp sand (1 to 2), as we the course 

participants had the chance to do, it gives off steam. 

All togged up with aprons, goggles and face masks, we used special pointing trowels and mini hods 

(available from Wickes) to point a wall built specially for us by construction apprentices at Lancaster & 

Morecambe College. 

It was a very therapeutic exercise and surprisingly easy to apply the lime mortar to the wall and get the 

angle of the pointing right for the rainwater to drip off the wall and not into the wall.  

Most satisfying of all: on the top of the participants’ pack of information there was a copy of the 

Lancaster Civic Society leaflet on Stonework including Stephen Gardner’s drawing of the Octagonal 

gazebo at Greycourt.  

Roger Frankland     9 May 2017 

  



ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

A gem close to the centre of Lancaster and right beside the gyratory road, St John’s Church has for many 

years come under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust.  Until recently it was being used by the Fig 

Tree fair-trade operation.  But as we all know, the church was flooded following Storm Desmond, and it is 

now out of use.  Any building that is unused is under threat of decay, so the Civic Society has an interest in 

ensuring St John’s is brought back into use. 

Have our members got good ideas for St John’s and for its sustainable future use?  If you have some 

suggestions and/or would like to help to , please contact Peter Wiltshire, 

peter.wiltshire1@btinternet.com . 

 

Deaths 

We are very sorry to report the deaths of the following members: 

John Anderson 

Margaret Bell 

Mary Ridley. 6-3-22 to 1-11-17 
 
Born in Blackburn and brought up in Clitheroe, Mary was a Pensions Clerk in Blackpool before joining the 
WAAF as a Radar operator. After the War she trained as a physiotherapist at St Thomas’s London. She 
met her husband whilst working with Polio patients in Wakefield. Together they bought a plot of land at 
Sunnyside Close in Fairfield and built a home for their four children. When her children were older Mary 
worked at the Moor Hospital. She was clerk to the Trustees of Lancaster Quaker Meeting house for many 
years. Mary was a member of Lancaster Civic Society for many years. 
 

This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LA1 1YQ 

The Society’s web site can be found at www.lancastercivicsociety.org  

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the Data Protection Act 

Lancaster Civic Society is registered with Civic Voice and is a Registered Charity No 2
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