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Forthcoming events:

Wednesday 6 June, 7.00 pm: Summer Walk. This walk will be along the stretch of the northern
reaches of the Lancaster Canal which the Canal Trust is working to re-water: details were given in
newsletter no 132.

Wednesday 13 June, 7.30 pm, Lancaster Town Hall: Annual General Meeting of the Society -
speaker: Mark Cassidy, Planning Manager, Regeneration & Planning Service, Lancaster City Council

This is our opportunity to hear about and to put questions about developments in Lancaster District to a
senior member of the City Council's planning section. The agenda is enclosed.

Saturday 16 June: Summer Outing to Carlisle and Dalemain House. Details of this visit to the city
of Carlisle, with many parallels to Lancaster, and the historic Dalemain House are set out on the
sheet enclosed with this newsletter. There is a tear-off form to return, with your cheque, if you
would like to go on this trip.

Saturday 8 and Sunday g September: Heritage Open Days

ST JOHN'S CHURCH

Further to the article on the front page of the last newsletter, the Society wrote to the Churches

Conservation Trust with our offer of a sum of money to help to kick-start the appeal to eradicate the dry

rot that took hold in St John's Church in the aftermath of the floods caused by Storm Desmond. We have

had a positive response from the Trust, and hope to meet their representatives in Lancaster in the near

future, as a first step towards taking this forward.

DATA PROTECTION

All members must have read and heard a few weeks ago of the harvesting of the personal data of millions

of people from Facebook, and the improper sharing of it with the political consultancy Cambridge

Analytica, since closed down. This has shown very clearly that much greater care needs to be taken to

ensure that our personal data is held securely. The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),

which comes into force on 25 May, is aimed at preventing such data leaks, or at any rate reducing the

likelihood of leaks occurring.



Lancaster Civic Society holds a very limited amount of data on its members, usually including name and

address, email address, and a record of members' subscriptions and donations. This is information that is

needed for the efficient operation of the Society.

If you should be unhappy about our keeping this information, then please let us know by writing to or

emailing Martin Widden (martin.widden@gmail.com) and we will delete it from our records.

AWARDS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

We have worked on this initiative with Chris Barlow, a Senior Lecturer at the University of Cumbria. Chris

arranged the printing at the University of 5000 copies of a leaflet about the scheme, and a small team

including Chris and a few of our members has delivered them to primary schools in the District.

As set out in the last newsletter, the idea is that young students should take photographs of buildings they

considerto be specially interesting, to be accompanied by a short piece oftext setting out why they like

them so much.

The aim is to raise awareness of the built environment among children at primary level.

(This initiative has been taken with the support of the bequest to Lancaster Civic Society by former

member Margaret Bainbridge.)

CIVIC SOCIETY OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE

Atthe Annual General Meeting of the Society, which will be held on Wednesday 13 June at Lancaster

Town Hall, the officers and committee forthe year 2018-19 w'" De elected. A nomination form is enclosed

with this newsletter.

As members will realise, the Society does not run itself. There is a planning group that looks regularly at

applications to the Council for planning consent for new developments and alterations to existing

buildings, and sends comments to the Council. The committee, mostly of a different set of people, meets

monthly to plan the operations of the Society.

If you would like to help with any of these efforts, we would be very pleased to hear from you - just

contact any member of the committee (listed on your membership card), or come along to the AGM on 13

June.

This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LAI 1YQ

The Society's web site can be found at wwwjancastercivicsociety.org .

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the General Data
Protection Regulation (due to come into force on 25 May 2018).
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