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WELCOME TO THE NEW SEASON OF CIVIC SOCIETY EVENTS

The programme card for the year 2018-19 is sent with this newsletter. From it you will see that the season

opens on 10 October, with a lecture on Ecohousing by Sue Roaf, an acknowledged expert in this field: we

are providing this lecture as a contribution to the planning and design of the proposed Garden Village at

Bailrigg (there is more about the Garden Village on page 3 of this newsletter). This lecture is likely to be of

interest to architects and planners, as well as to members of the Civic Society, so we are promoting it
outside our own membership.

NB this 10 October event will be held at The Storey - the Town Hall is not available that evening.

On 14 November we will have a talk by Ivan Wadeson, Executive Director of The Dukes, on The Dukes

Theatre - its history, its present activities, and its plans for the future. For a town of its size, Lancaster is

unusual in having two working theatres. It will be interesting to hear about the plans for the Dukes - and

also about the future of the Grand Theatre in the talk by Mike Hardy in February next year.

On 12 December we will have our regular Christmas social event, with all that that entails: a quiz, mince

pies, etc etc.

The programme for the first half of 2019 is also listed in the programme card, so please make some notes
in your diary for next year too.

ANOTHER FORTHCOMING EVENT (not a Civic Society event, so not listed in the card)

From Monday 29 October: Lancaster Castle and Northern English History: the View from the

Stronghold

This is an on-line course put together by Lancaster University History Department. In the technical jargon,

it will be a Massive Online Open Course, or MOOC. But never mind the jargon: most important, it will be

completely free to join.

Filming has taken place in the Castle, with the support of the Duchy of Lancaster, and in other locations

around Lancashire and Cumbria. A series of short videos, covering the Castle's history from its earliest

establishment right up to its modern incarnation as a tourist attraction, will be presented alongside a range

of activities to enhance the learning experience.

You can register now for this on-line course, athttps://www.futurelearn.com/courses/lancaster-castle.



SUMMER WALK

The Summer Walk in June on the Northern Reaches of the Lancaster Canal was organised by the Lancaster

Canal trust.

We were interested to view the progress by the volunteers to rewater the first furlong.

We assembled at the far side of the village of Stainton, where the canal becomes dry. We were led along

the towpath by John Acres and Richard Trevithick, passing the stretch of the canal that is already being

restored.

It was a perfect evening and the views of the surrounding countryside were wonderful. All the time our

guides were explaining points of interest and the history of this intriguing section of the canal. We

continued along to the beginning of the Hincaster Tunnel (the photo below of the tunnel entrance was
taken by Pat Chamberlain).

The towpath doesn't continue through the tunnel, so here we diverted up and over a steep hill on the

horse-path which would have been used by the horses to reach the other side of the tunnel, where they

were re-attached to the barge.

We wish the Trust luck in their endeavours to restore the canal from Tewitfield to Kendal and the Civic

Society, and would like to thank John and Richard for giving their time for our members to enjoy a

wonderful evening.

Anne Stelfox

BAILRIGG GARDEN VILLAGE: RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION

Members will recall that the success of Lancaster's bid for a Garden Village was announced in December

2016. The bid, which was lodged jointly by the City Council, the County Council and Lancaster University,

envisages a settlement of 3500 dwellings. This would be built to the south of the City, on the west side of

the A6 and the railway, opposite to the Bailrigg campus of Lancaster University.



In May of this year the Council published an Action Plan for the Garden Village, accompanied by an Issues

and Options Paper, to which the Council called for responses by 11 July (the paper is still available on-line

at www.lancaster.gov.uk/bgv - go to the Action Plan link on the right of the page). The plans indicate a

density of 40 dwellings per hectare.

We duly sent our comments to the Council. In summary, we said that

• clear separation should be maintained between the Garden Village and south Lancaster, and between

the Garden Village and Galgate. The site for the proposed Garden Village is constrained on its east

side by the A6 road and the main line railway, and on its west side by the canal. At a density of 40

dwellings per hectare, we think it will be impossible to fit the 3500 dwellings envisaged into the space

allocated. However, we believe that parts of the Garden Village could be planned at higher density

than 40 dwellings per hectare. It should be possible to do this whilst maintaining a highly liveable

environment.

• anyone who has to drive on the AS through Galgate in the morning or evening will know that it is a

serious traffic bottleneck. The Action Plan acknowledges that "growth and development at south

Lancaster cannot happen at any scale without significant new transport infrastructure". This must

mean remodelling junction 33 of the MS motorway so that traffic can avoid the centre of Galgate -

we strongly support this.

• the Garden Village should incorporate a high degree of investment in social infrastructure for all age

groups, to ensure that a socially inclusive community can be established.

• although the Garden Village will be located near to the Lancaster University campus, it should not

become a dormitory exclusively, or even chiefly, for University staff. It needs to beclearthatthe

Garden Village is intended to attract residents from all walks of life.

• we very much support the aim that 40% of the housing should be built as affordable homes.

• the aim of Garden Villages is to develop settlements that provide attractive landscape and an

excellent living environment - so the dwellings should be constructed to the highest possible

environmental standards.

PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

This year, for the first time, we have run a photographic competition for young people - an initiative that

we were able to take because of the legacy to Lancaster Civic Society by long-standing member Dr

Margaret Bainbridge. As set out in the last newsletter, the idea was that young students should take

photographs of buildings they considered to be specially interesting, and provide a short piece of text

setting out why they like them so much.

The aim of this was to raise awareness of the built environment among children at primary level.

Probably owing to our making a late start on this and so giving the young people little time to produce

their submissions, we received only a few entries, but we will have another go in 2018-19.



About Margaret Bainbridge: born in Barrow, Dr Bainbridge gained a degree in geography from the

University of Edinburgh, followed by a postgraduate teaching qualification from Cambridge. She gained a

doctorate whilst teaching at a school in London.

After some years in Turkey, she worked at London University, and later became the Turkish expert at the

London School of Oriental and African Studies, continuing in this post until she retired. However, she

continued her studies at Lancaster University, gaining a diploma in local history in 1993.

Her research into the life of a family member who had sailed in the British Virgin Islands and the Arctic led

to the publication of The West Indies and The Arctic in the Age of Sail: the Voyages of Lancaster Whaling

Ship Abram 1806-62', written at Dr Bainbridge's request by Dr Rob David and Dr Mike Winstanley.

Dr Bainbridge also explored local history in Lancaster and played a key role in local heritage events at the

Judges'Lodgings and other important historic sites, as well as at the Maritime Museum.

Dr Bainbridge was a member of Lancaster Civic Society for many years and played a key role in local

heritage events. She died in May 2016, aged 91.

Lancaster Civic Society intends the Bainbridge legacy to help to fund similar yearly projects for young

people. As noted in the last newsletter, we have worked on this initiative with Chris Barlow, Senior

Lecturer at the University of Cumbria.

HERITAGE STRATEGY FOR LANCASTER DISTRICT

The City Council's Conservation Team (a very small group) has recently been working to prepare a new

Heritage Strategy for the District. Lancaster Civic Society sent in comments on the draft.

Briefly, we said that we were very impressed by the richness and extent of the heritage in the Lancaster

area, with 38 scheduled monuments in the area as compared with Manchester with only one. In our view,

investment in heritage should be for the benefit of local people as well as for visitors. We were glad that in

the strategy document the qualities of Morecambe are given their proper weight.

We have focused on the following elements, all of which are either implicit or explicit in the draft strategy,

as policies we particularly support.

1. Much more collaborative working between agencies, especially between the City and the County on

the one hand and the Duchy on the other.

2. The need for branding of the product; rather alien to most of us, but clearly important as we consider

competitors e.g. ten centuries of unique North West/Lancashire heritage.

3. Much improved documentation, both hard copy and by means of a dedicated web site, to heighten

awareness of what there is and to draw attention to special occasions related to heritage.

4. Priority given to sorting out the consequences of Storm Desmond. The effects of that occurrence

shook the local community and have taken it backwards. St John's Church, the Quay and parts of Halton

and Galgate are amongst the places of great heritage significance that merit urgent attention.



5. Attention given to crime and vandalism of heritage, particularly ecclesiastical buildings, which show

up as key risks.

6. Emphasis on the ease of movement by comparison with a large city, and perhaps more coordination

about forms of public transport that can be used in combination with each other, for the enjoyment of the

heritage.

7. Adoption and implementation of the skyline policy that is mentioned in 8.3.1, to avoid harm to

viewpoints from high ground for assets that deserve protection, e.g. the perspective of Castle, Priory and

the Lune estuary from Williamson Park. The Society has drawn attention to the adverse effects on

heritage assets of excessive height in additional or replacement buildings of recent planning applications,

and we should welcome a clearer framework within which judgements on height will be made.

(After a series of exchanges among Civic Society colleagues,. the above

response was put together by Marion McClintock, to whom many thanks)

NORTH LANCS EXPO, 23-24 SEPTEMBER 2018

Members will possibly recall that Lancaster Vision/Lancaster Civic Society took a stand at the inaugural

North Lanes Expo. An initiative of Lancaster District Chamber of Commerce, this was held at the Brewery

(formerly Hornsea Pottery) site in September 2017. We will be doing the same this year on Sunday 23 and
Monday 24 September.

On the Sunday this is aimed at local citizens and families, to show them the breadth of activity that goes

on in this District and the employment possibilities it offers to young people growing up here.

The Monday is intended to be more of a business-to-business day, when local enterprises will have

opportunities to forge links.

Entrance is free, so anyone, from this locality or elsewhere, can visit the event.

Last year exhibitors included Lancaster & Morecambe College, the Universities located in Lancaster and

Preston, St John's Hospice and Cancercare, so the event is not just a commercial affair but something

much broader in its coverage.
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