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_____________________________________________________________ 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Our next evening lecture will be given at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 11th March at Lancaster Town 

Hall by Bob Roe, who will speak on the subject of The Railways of Carnforth.  As we know, 

Carnforth is a railway junction and was essentially a railway town, although its earlier 

prosperity was also a consequence of the availability of high-quality haematite ore from the 

Furness area, which supplied the town’s iron foundries and furnaces. 

 

Then on Wednesday 8 April the annual Bainbridge Lecture will be given by Professor Ruth 

Dalton, who recently joined Lancaster University as Professor of Architecture.  She will speak 

on The Social Implications of Architecture.  Replacing the lecture on the same subject by Owen 

Hatherley, who was originally booked to speak on this date, this will be a good opportunity for 

us to hear from a senior member of the University’s new Architecture Faculty. 

 

May looks to be a relatively quiet time for the Civic Society; but June will see a number of 

events: on Wednesday 3 June there will be the Society’s Summer Walk; at 7.30 pm on 

Wednesday 10 June at Lancaster Town Hall the Society’s AGM, with an update on local 

matters from Mark Cassidy, City Council Planning Manager; and on Saturday 20 June the 

Summer Outing to Rotherham and Conisborough Castle.  Further information on these later 

events will be sent nearer the time, but do note them in your diaries. 

 

 

DESIGN STANDARDS FOR NEW HOUSING IN LANCASTER DISTRICT 
 

The Local Plan envisages some 12000 new homes across Lancaster District  -  yes, that’s right, twelve 

thousand.  The District includes Morecambe, Carnforth etc as well as the City of Lancaster itself, but 

nonetheless this is a very big increase in the number of homes in the District.  Furthermore, the Plan 

covers the period 2011-2031, so we are already halfway through it, with a very large number of new 

homes still to be built.  This could be (or could have been) an opportunity to build some really 

interesting new homes  -  but the Civic Society is becoming increasingly frustrated at the variable 

design quality of some of the new housing being built or being prepared to be built in this District.   
 

Of course, there are some excellent exceptions to this criticism  -  but it seems that even when 

improvements are made at an early stage of design, we need to be very vigilant, because developers 

sometimes remove or downgrade them later in order to keep costs down. 
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The City Council’s policy DM35 of the current Development Management DPD specifies that 

developments should ‘contribute positively to the identity and character of the area through good 

design, having regard to local distinctiveness, appropriate siting, layout, palate of materials, separation 

distances, orientation and scale’.  However, this fine statement of intent doesn’t appear always to be 

carried through.   
 

It needs to be recognised that it’s not just the houses themselves that create a satisfying living 

environment: the layout of the houses, with open space, good vehicle space, cul-de-sacs etc are also 

very important.  Other factors could be links to sustainable transport, meaningful recreational 

provision, links to the cycle network and to schools, nursery provision, proximity to shopping and to 

GPs, and no doubt others can be added to this list. 
 

The Civic Society is actively considering joining with other groups and with the City Council to develop 

good-practice guidelines for new housing in this District.  We will aim to keep members posted  -  and 

will be delighted to hear from members who would be interested to take part in this exercise.  Please 

contact Peter Wiltshire in the first instance (peter.wiltshire1@btinternet.com). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY COUNCIL HOUSING POLICY FOR THE CANAL QUARTER 

Whilst the Council has a Strategic Regeneration Framework which covers affordable, key-worker and 

retirement housing in the Canal Quarter area, there is no policy for social housing.  This looks like a 

missed opportunity, given that the government has removed its restrictions on borrowing against 

housing revenue and that the City Council has a Housing Revenue Account  -  a prerequisite for 

borrowing. 

Furthermore, the Council owns a number of suitable sites, particularly in the Canal Quarter, which 

would obviate the need for expensive land purchases.  Social housing here could also be an 

environmental plus, as high-quality building could reduce the Council’s carbon footprint.  However this 

would, arguably, require local authority control of building development. 

This could be achieved by setting up a housing development company.  As council-owned private 

entities, these companies are able to act outside government constraints on housing access such as the 

Right to Buy policy.  Hence by building some market housing, for instance, the Council could cross-

subsidise socially-rented etc housing.  It is encouraging to note that 42% of local authorities in England 

now have a housing company, so this is a tried and tested strategy. 

More generally, councils’ scope for action is framed by various Acts of Parliament: in 1963 councils 

gained the powers to develop land; in 2000, to promote the well-being of communities; and in 2011 

obtained the general ‘power of competence’, i.e. to do anything a capitalised private individual can do.  

All of the foregoing would seem to have provided a wider context for enabling the development of 

social housing   which the council could draw upon in its plans for the Canal Quarter.  

Howard Feather 

 

(with thanks to James Wilkie  -  and see also the interesting article at  

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/oct/28/meet-the-councils-quietly-building-a-housing-revolution) 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/oct/28/meet-the-councils-quietly-building-a-housing-revolution
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URGENT NEED FOR A NEW TREASURER AND MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

As you may be aware from the announcement following the Civic Society talk on 12th February 2020, 

Pat Chamberlain, who has been our Treasurer & Membership Secretary since 2017, is standing down 

from these roles as of the AGM in June this year. 

We are extremely grateful to her for covering these important roles, but the time has now come for us 

to ask for another volunteer to take over. 

As you will appreciate, these roles are vital for the smooth running of the Society  -  in fact it cannot 

function without them.  

Please do consider whether you are able to help.  Guidance and support will be offered to you. 

Please contact Martin Widden (martin.widden@gmail.com, or 01524 67678) if you are able to help, or 

would like further information.  He will be delighted to hear from you. 

 

 

BAINBRIDGE MY FAMILY MY PLACE SELFIE PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION 

If you have a child, or grandchild, of primary school age, please do encourage them to enter our ‘My 

Family, My Place‘ competition, which is run to promote local heritage and encourage young people to 

observe and value their locality.  

They will need to simply take a family selfie, with a building or structure from the Lancaster City district 

significant to them in the background, and say why the building or structure was chosen and why it is 

important to them.  A single £50 family prize will be awarded, together with a Lancaster Civic Society 

plaque to the child’s school.  

The presentation is planned for Wednesday 8th April 2020, in the Banqueting Suite at the Town Hall, 

prior to that evening’s Civic Society Bainbridge Lecture. 

Entries should be emailed to Chris Barlow, Senior Lecturer at the University of Cumbria, at 

chris.barlow@cumbria.ac.uk. The closing date for entries is Friday 27th March 2020, but no need to wait  

-  entries may be sent straight away. 

We have sent details of the competition to local primary schools, but if you know of any family who may 

be interested, please do share this information with them. 

The competition, run by Lancaster Civic Society in association with the University of Cumbria is, as you 

may know, possible because of the legacy to the Civic Society from former member Dr Margaret 

Bainbridge.  

 

______________________________________________ 

FREEMAN’S WOOD DESIGNATED A TOWN GREEN 

Civic Society members will no doubt be aware that Freeman’s Wood, west of the City Centre alongside 

the River Lune, was suddenly fenced off from public access in 2012.  The wood seemed likely to be 

developed for housing by an overseas company. 

mailto:martin.widden@gmail.com
mailto:chris.barlow@cumbria.ac.uk
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A vigorous campaign to save the wood by making it a Town Green was mounted by the Friends of 

Freeman’s Wood and the local Green Party, and on 13 February 2020 the decision in favour of the 

designation was announced, following a meeting of a special sub-committee of Lancashire County 

Council in Preston. 

The original Town Green application was made on behalf of the Friends of Freeman’s Wood in 2012 by 

Cllr Jon Barry, who was at the time a City Councillor for Marsh Ward. 

Congratulations to all concerned in achieving this happy outcome! 

 

 

 

 

This Newsletter is published by Lancaster Civic Society, 12 Castle Park, Lancaster LA1 1YQ 

The Society’s web site can be found at www.lancastercivicsociety.org .   

Members are advised that the membership list is held in electronic form in accordance with the General 

Data Protection Regulation.  
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