
    
    

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Welcome to your Newsletter. I appreciate it is some time since you heard from your Executive 

Committee other than the Annual General Meeting, which was initiated by email and/or letter 

and completed by a digital meeting of the Executive Committee. That was not ideal but was 

democratic. We will do our best to ensure we have a normal AGM next year. 

These are very unusual times we are living in. Whoever could have guessed that a virus could 

have brought the whole world to its knees? 

However, your Society continues despite. The AGM produced a new team at the helm. I am 

John Regan, your new Chairman. James Wilkie became your Hon. Secretary and David Morgan 

is now your Hon. Treasurer and Membership Secretary with Diane Lamb joining us as my Vice 

Chair. 

 

 

We are all committed to helping the Society move forward as a respected authority in the work 

of protecting the heritage of our historic city and surroundings. 

To start the ball rolling we have produced Health & Safety, Diversity, and Complaints Handling 

Procedures. This does not mean that we were previously unconcerned about these issues but 

nowadays you must have everything in writing. We have reviewed our Data Protection policy to 
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protect your personal information which we hold to administer the Society and we are now 

looking at updating the Constitution. All these documents are available to read on our website 

but if you would like a paper copy please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Your Society’s role in Lancaster: 

Your Society has two sub-groups – Planning Overview and Lancaster Vision. 

The Planning Overview group studies planning applications received by the City Council. Its role 

is to ensure the quality of buildings, protecting our cityscape. Recently we have commented on 

the proposed new build in St Leonardgate which we do not feel is in keeping with its 

neighbouring properties. We have commented on the proposal for the building in Thurnham 

Street which was Balshaws Carpets. It is an important property and worth a commemorative 

plaque. These and many other comments can be found on the website. 

Lancaster Vision looks forward to the development of Lancaster area as a tourist and 

employment destination. It has organised seminars on Apprenticeships, Traffic issues and holds 

regular meetings with City and County officers to ensure that the voice of Lancaster is heard by 

the decision makers. Lancaster Vision has its own website which is well worth a visit.  

 

Speaker Meetings: 

Obviously, it is not possible to hold our normal monthly meetings, but we have produced a 

programme of events from October which will be delivered on a computer. There is a software 

program called Zoom. It is available for free and is not an invasive social media site. If you are 

not yet aware of Zoom, please look for it on your web browser and download it. Each month 

you will be given two sets of numbers to enter to allow your access to the meeting. If you have 

any concerns, please contact our Hon Treasurer, David, who will happily take you through the 

system. 

Our programme, therefore, is 

14 October 2020 – A talk by Owen Hatherley from the comfort of your knees or kitchen table 

depending where you are happy with your phone, tablet, or laptop. (Headphones can help if 

your pet dog or cat likes to join conversations.) 

11 November 2020 – Anne Oliver, Engagement Office, Age UK Lancashire. 

9 December 2020 – This is our Christmas Social. Now I am afraid I cannot distribute mince pies 

and a glass of your favourite tipple but if you have them handy we can wish each other a very 

Happy Christmas. I will attempt to entertain you with stories of the Ghosts of Thurnham Hall 

including the ones I have met. I also have a few comedy monologues to recite. Now some of 

them are rather rude so I will try to keep to the clean ones. If you want some of the others we 

shall have to organise another event!  Again, the same circumstances apply as above. 

January, February, and March are waiting for confirmation of speakers. You will appreciate that 

not every speaker is happy talking to his laptop. Further information will be sent as soon as 

available. 

 

 



Subscriptions: 

It will soon be time to renew your subscription for membership. We have kept the level of cost 

at the same price as last year. The amount you will be asked for is: 

Individual Member £15.00 

2 at the same address £25.00 

Young Member (under 23) £5.00 

Corporate Member £30.00 

Can I ask you to consider paying your subscription by a Standing Order – it saves so much time 

and expense in chasing your payment? You can set up a Standing Order very simply particularly 

if you bank on-line. Your renewal reminder will include all the Society’s details to set it up. 

 

Other news: 

Have you ever looked at the local walks described on our website? There are some excellent 

informative short walks around Lancaster and Morecambe. 

We have recently been highlighting some of them on through social media and we have had 

some very favourable comments. The next step is to publish them and we are looking at the 

implications and costs. 

We also have a history of the Society written some years ago. Again, this deserves to be 

published and we are looking at this. Our idea is that every member would be given a copy with 

extras available to purchase. 

I will keep you posted on this. 

You will not be surprised that the work of the Society is being disrupted by the current 

situation. We are all working extremely hard to keep up to date and make the contacts which 

we need to protect this area. 

I am grateful for the support of the Executive Committee in keeping up to date with National, 

Regional and Local activities, all of which could impact on us all. 

My Best wishes. Keep safe. 

 

John Regan 

 

Chairman 
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